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  April, 150 years ago, the Civil War 

ended without black n fighting each other 

over the issues of slavery. Black Union 

soldiers fought to make men free. In the 

closing days of the Civil War black men 

fighting to preserve the institution of slavery 

could have been a reality. 

 On march 13, 1865, Jefferson Davis, 

president of the Confederate States of 

America (CSA), signed a law that authorized 

slaves be granted their freedom if they 

enlisted and served as soldiers in the 

Confederate army. 

 The desperate effort to save the South 

with the hands and muscle of black soldiers 

was hatched too late, although Confederate 

recruiters did persuade some slaves to enlist. 

 On April 3, just weeks after the law 

was signed, President Davis fled from the 

Confederate capital, Richmond, Va. And on 

April 9, General Robert E. Lee surrendered 

to Gen. Ulysses S. Grant and the Civil War 

was over. 

 How sad and strange it would be if 

300,000 African American en had joined the 

Confederate Army and fought black Union 

soldiers to preserve the institution of slavery, 

moreover, to extend slavery for the next 100 

years—to 1965—when “a white son of the 

South from Texas, President Lyndon B. 

Johnson, signed the Voting Rights Act of 

1965. 

 This article is about the slaves getting 

the opportunity to fight white men as soldiers 

in the Confederate army. Much of this 

information was provided by Beverly Shaw, 

an officer of the Civil War Roundtable of 

Western Missouri. 

 Fro the information, I was surprised 

to learn that members of the Congress of the 

CSA called slaves the “N” word: “Negroes.” 

Black Soldiers Fighting for Freedom and for Slavery 

By Joelouis Mattox 
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Surprised because many books present stories 

that say Southerners, especially slave-owners, 

called black people everything but children of 

God, including the other “N” word. 

 Surprised, more so, that some generals 

of the South wanted black men as soldiers and 

got a law passed to make slaves men of war to 

fight white men. Thus, sweeping away the 200 

year old black codes bylaw that mandated the 

death penalty for a slave harming a white man. 

 Some background. From 1860 to 1862, 

many Northerners and Southerners wanted the 

Civil War to be a gentlemen’s war and a war for 

white men only. This seems to have been fine 

for both sides until high casualties took their 

toll. 

 The early years of the Civil War did not 

go well for President Lincoln and Union 

Armies. The North lost 1000s of men with few 

victories. Families of the dead and wounded 

began to tire of the war to free blacks but 

allowed black men to watch white men fighting. 

Peace with the South would be better than a 

draft for white men. 

 Some free blacks, escaped slaves and 

mulattoes (blacks who could pass for white) did 

fight as volunteers in the Civil War. That was 

before Lincoln issued his Emancipation 

Proclamation January 1, 1863. 

 And, there are historians and scholars 

who believe that one reason the North won the 

Civil War was due to an infusion of 200,000 

black soldiers into the Union Army. 

 When the South was winning battles, 

there was the strong belief that rebels were 

better fighters than Yankees. Thus the War 

could be won in two years; moreover the Bible 

supported slavery and God was on the right 

side. By 1864, the outlook for the South 

winning the War was not good, one reason 
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Journey of a Slave from the Plantation to the Battlefield 
Uncut sheet of twelve illustrated cards presenting the journey of a slave from plantation life to 

the struggle for liberty, for which he gives his life as a Union soldier during the Civil War.  



being a lack of men in arms. 

 With the aid of 300,000 Europeans the 

South might have won the Civil War or ended 

the War with a truce and preserved its 

institutions. Such help never came. European 

governments chose not to fight to defend 

slavery on the North American continent. 

 In military circles it was known that 

black men could be trained to become soldiers 

and that they would fight white men. They had 

proven themselves at the Battle of Island 

Mound in Missouri in Oct, 1862, and at the 

Battle of Westport in Jackson County, Mo., in 

Oct. 1864. 

 The thinking of two southern generals 

was blacks of the south, like their kind in the 

North, could replenish and strengthen the ranks 

of Southern armies. 

 Conf. Gen. Patrick Cleburne proposed 

that all negroes who got permission from their 

owners to serve the CSA as soldiers would 

receive their freedom upon enlistment. 

 Gen. Robert E. Lee had a proposal that 

called for the enlistment of 300,000 slaves as 

soldiers. He suggested that slaves be promised 

“a well digested plan of gradual and general 

emancipation.” Conf. Gen Lee was in support 

of any legislation that would authorize negroes 
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as soldiers. 

 The CSA government thought of 

slaves in the CSA to be revolutionary and 

disgraceful. 

One profound statement of opposition: “If 

Southern slaveholding states no longer held 

slaves, would this not render moot the point of 

the past four years?” Still, the CSA Congress 

passed the legislation on March 10, 1865. 

However, Congressmen of the CSA made it 

clear that no more than 25% of the male 

slaves should be called up for duty under the 

provisions of the bill. 

 Neither God, nor time, was on the side 

of the South. The revolutionary plan to 

employ slaves to fight for the South didn’t 

materialize. 

 On April 2, 1865, President Jefferson 

Davis and high officials of the CSA 

abandoned Richmond, Va., capital of the 

CSA. On April 3, 1865, General Ulysses S. 

Grand and his Army—led by 1000s of colored 

troops of the 25th Army Corps—marched 

triumphantly into Richmond and on April 9, 

1865, at Appomattox Courthouse, Gen. Lee 

surrendered to Gen. Grant.    
 Joelouis Mattox majored in history and 

government at Lincoln University, founded in 1866 by 

black veterans of the Civil War from Missouri. He is 

the “Lt. William D. Mathews Scholar” at the Battle of 

Westport Museum in Kansas City, member of MAGIC, 

the Civil War Roundtable of Kansas, Jackson County 

Historical Society and the State Historical Society of 

Missouri. SOURCES: Civil War Times, 1861-1865 by 

Daniel Watt Howe; Session Ordinances from The 

Confederate Reader edited by James L. Loewen and 

Edward H. Sebesta; Official Records, Series 1, Vol. 46, 

p. 1308, Richmond Daily Dispatch, March 13, 1865; 

and The Messages and Papers of Jefferson Davis and 

the Confederacy and Jefferson Davis’ America by 

William C. Cooper. Images courtesy Library of 

Congress:  “Journey of a Slave from the Plantation 

to the Battlefield,” LC-DIG-ppmsca-05453 (digital 

file from original print) LC-USZC4-6677 (color film 

copy transparency); and Rather die freemen than live 

to be slaves - 3rd United States Colored Troops LC-

USZ62-23098 (b&w film copy neg.)  



AFRICAN AMERICAN  

SURNAMES & LOCATIONS 
Footnote number refers to  

contact/submitter on page 8 

 
Aitch—Franklin & St. Louis Co., MO25 
Aitch—Mecklenberg Co., VA25 
Akers—Chariton Co., MO25 
Allan—LA10 

Allen—MS20 

Anderson—TN44 
Anderson—AR44 
Bailey—AR3 
Bailey—Cherryvale, Montgomery Co., KS34 
Banks—OK6 
Berry—Pine Bluff, AR14 
Bethpage—TN4 
Blair—AR18, 41 
Bonds—Hennings, Lauderdale Co., TN29 
Bonds—Kansas City, Jackson Co., MO29 
Brookings—Jackson Co., MO3 
Brooks—AR45 

Brooks—NC45 
Brooks—GA45 
Brooks—LA45 
Brown—TX3 
Brown—VA22 
Brown—Washington, D.C.22 
Bullock—NC47 
Bumpus—TX3 
Burton—NC47 
Bussey—LA30 
Bussey—OK30 
Butler—St. Joseph, Buchanan Co., MO32 
Byers—NC40 

Byers—SC40 
Byers—AR40 
Byers—KS40 
Byers—MO40 

Caldwell—AR45 
Caldwell—AR45 
Caldwell—AR45 
Caldwell—AR45 
Campbell—MS6 
Carroll—Camp Co., TX8 
Carter—AR18 

Carter46 

Carter—Hennings, Lauderdale Co., TN29 
Carter—Jackson Co., MO29 
Chaney—Calgary, Alberta, Canada3 
Chaney—Edmonton, Alberta, Canada3 
Chaney—TX3 
Cherry—Houston/Jefferson Co., TX29 
Clowers—GA26 
Clowers—AL26 

Clowers—MS26 

Clowers—LA26 

Coley—NC47 
Collins—AL41 

Collins—TX41 

Cradock—Camp Co., TX
8
 

Craig—KY38 
Craig—AR38 
Craig—TX38 
Crawford—GA26 

Crawford—AL26 
Crawford—MS26 
Crawford—LA26 
Daniels —AL5 

Davis—NC40 
Davis—SC40 
Davis—AR40 
Davis—KS40 
Davis—MO40 
Dorsey—LA

35
 

Duffel—Kansas City, Wyandotte Co., KS37 
Duffel—Kansas City, Jackson Co., MO37 
Durham—MS39 
Durham—AR39 
Durham—Kansas City, Jackson Co., MO39 
Edwards—TX3 
Ellington—Chariton Co., MO1 

Ellington—LA30 

CONNECT 

THROUGH 

QUERIES 
Search by surname below,  

or location, separately on page 9 
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Ellis—AL26 
Ellis—GA26 

Ellis—MS26 
Ellis—LA26 
Epps—MS39 

Epps—TN44 
Epps—AR39 
Epps—Kansas City, Jackson Co., MO39 
Evans—AR45 
Evans—NC45 
Evans—GA45 
Evans—LA45 
Felts—GA48 
Ferguson—AR18 
Ferguson—SC18 
Field—MS17 
Frazier—Calgary, Alberta, Canada3 
Frazier—TX3 

Gaaunt/Gantt—AL24 
Gaaunt/Gantt—PA24 
Gants—Pleasant Hill, Clay Co., MO14 
Giles—Richmond, Ray Co., MO19 

Glover—AL5 

Goodrem—NC43 
Gore—MS6 
Graham—MS

27
 

Grant—Kansas City, Wyandotte Co., KS30 
Grayson—OK6 
Gumby—Westmoreland Co., VA8 

Hall—AR45 
Hall—NC45 
Hall—GA45 
Hall—LA45 
Hank—MS17 
Hardin—NC40 
Hardin—SC40 
Hardin—AR40 
Hardin—KS40 
Hardin—MO40 
Harris—NC

47
 

Harris—AL26 
Harris—GA26 
Harris—MS26 
Harris—LA15 & 26 
Hayes—AL5 
Hendricks—LA7 
Hendricks—TX7 

Hicks—GA48 

Hill—Lee Co., AL4 
Hodge—Camp Co., TX8 
Hooker—MS39 
Hooker—AR39 
Hooker—Kansas City, Jackson Co., MO39 
Houston—Kansas City, Wyandotte Co., KS32 
Houston—AR32 
Huddleston—TN44 
Humphreys—TX43 
Jackson—St. Joseph, Buchanan Co., MO31 
Jackson—Doniphan Co., KS2 

Jackson—Franklin Co., MO2 

Jackson—Holt Co., MO2 

Jackson—Kansas City, Jackson Co., MO2 

Jackson—Kanawha Co., W/VA2 

Jackson—Spotsylvania Co., VA2 

Jackson—Westmoreland Co., VA2 

Johnson—MS4 
Johnson—VA22 
Johnson—Washington, D.C.22 
Jones—AR18, 45 
Jones—NC45 
Jones—GA45 
Jones—LA45 
Jones—Bunceton, Cooper Co., MO28 
Jones—Calgary, Alberta, Canada

3
 

Jones—Edmonton, Alberta, Canada3 
Jones—VA17 

Jones—MS17 

Jones—Sardis, MS18 
Kidd—Jackson Parish, LA5 

Keller—KY38 
Keller—AR38 
Keller—TX38 
Land—Houston/Jefferson Co., TX29 
Leach—MO3 
Lee—AR41 
Lester—AR18 
Lester—Sardis, MS18 
Levison—MS

24
 

Levison—NE24 
Lewis—AL11 
Lewis—AR11 
Lyles—MO3 
Madison—St. Joseph, Buchanan Co., MO31 
Malone—TX13 
Marzett/Morissette —AL5 
Mason—SC9 
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Mason—Fulton/Portland, Callaway Co, MO19 
McClain—GA24 
McClain—SC24 
McDaniel—Blackwell, Conway Co., AR23 
McDonald—MO3 

McIntosh—AR8 
McIntosh—MO33 
McKinney—NC47 
McLeod—AR18 
Meggs—TX3 
Mitchem—NC40 
Mitchem—SC40 
Mitchem—AR40 
Mitchem—KS40 
Mitchem—MO40 
Moore—Calgary, Alberta, Canada3 
Moore—Edmonton, Alberta, Canada3 
Morgan—Fort Scott, Bourbon Co., KS19 
Morris—Newport, Jackson Co., AR23 

Morris—St. Louis, MO23 
Nash—AR20 
Nash—MS20 
Nelson—LA16 
Parker—TX3 
Patenande—LA24 
Patterson—LA

24
 

Phifer—AR3 
Polk—Calgary Alberta Canada3 
Polk—Edmonton Alberta Canada3 

Prior/Pryor—Franklin Co., MO2 
Prior/Pryor—Holt Co., MO2 

Prior/Pryor—Kanawha Co., W/VA2 
Ramey—MS17 
Ray—MS6 

Ray—AR6 
Reams—LA42 

Reams—AR42 
Reed—TN43 
Reed—TX3 
Rentie/Renty—OK

6
 

Rienzi—MS4 
Ross—TX3 
Rowell—AR41 
Sanders—SC9 
Seymore—TX3 
Sharp—Holt Co., MO2 
Sherard—NC47 
Sidney46 

Simpkins—AL11 

Simpkins—AR11 
Skinner—AR3 
Slay—KY38 

Slay—AR38 
Slay—TX38 
Smalls—AR12 
Smalls—Jackson Co., MO12 
Snowden—AR45 
Snowden—NC45 
Snowden—GA45 
Snowden—LA45 
Spratt—Camp Co., TX8 
Stevenson—MS21 

Stewart—AR3 
Stitt—AR3 
Tate46 

Taylor—OK6 

Taylor—Kansas City, Wyandotte Co., KS37 
Vann—OK7 
Vinson—Camp Co., TX8 

Ward—AR18 
Washington—Blackwell, Conway Co., AR23 
Washington—Chariton Co., MO1 

Washington—SC23 
Webb—NC

43
 

Webb—AR18 & 42 
Webb—GA42 
White—TN4 

Wiggins—AL26 
Wiggins—GA26 

Wiggins—MS26 
Wiggins—LA26 
Williams—AR18, 39 

Williams—MS39 
Williams—Kansas City, Jackson Co., MO39 
Winfield—Houston/Jefferson Co., TX29 
Woody—SC23 
Wright—Bunceton, Cooper Co., MO28 
Wright—LA

10 
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QUERY CONTACTS 
 

Contact information provided as submitted. 

We try to keep this list current. If you 

encounter defunct data, contact MAGIC 

(info@magickc.org) to see if further/current 

information about the submitter may be 

procured. 

 

Consecutive numerals below refer to 

footnote numbers in surname listing starting 

on page 5. 

 

1 prewas@gmail.com 
2 david.jackson@orderlypackrat.com 
3 rk5153@att.net 
4 Andre.Hill@kcpd.org 
5 marzgirl76@gmail.com 
6 cbirdinparadise@hotmail.com 
7 caw284@att.net 
8 rosalindbauchum@yahoo.com 
9 elewis.2@sbcglobal.net & 
        (816) 921-1225 
10 samzhvac@yahoo.com 
11 JTorre6216@aol.com 
12 caljr@live.com 
13 kyng12@yahoo.com 
14 wlkpaulette@gmail.com 
15 mykohlthegr8@gmail.com 
16 vja626@sbcglobal.net 
17 djones20@swbell.net 
18 legra17@att.net & 

LarryLester42@gmail.com 
19 glruri@swbell.net 
20 bobbienicholson@att.net 
21 RStevenson9@kc.rr.com 
22 bmj213@gmail.com 
23 rwalker23@hotmail.com 
24 rndb428927@aol.com 
25 austinchummy@gmail 
26 jbdewdrop@yahoo.com 
27 igke@sbcglobal.net 
28 florencehamilton19@yahoo.com 

29 akilahcherry@gmail.com 
30 msdoris1971@yahoo.com 
31 (816) 924-1417 
32 samawill@hotmail.com 
33 br1124@aol.com 
34 sheilasrx1@gmail.com 
35 cdj1250@yahoo.com &  
      scottdorsey5949@gmail.com 
36   
37 pld@kc.rr.com 
38 wconfiaren@yahoo.com 
39 peacein2thishouse@yahoo.com 
40 2jdavis@comcast.net 
41 hazerct@yahoo.com 
42 wandre120@gail.com 
43 mew66203@swbell.net 
44 gahuddleston@aol.com 
45 gloriajj731@gmail.com 
46 williamslindaj@hotmail.com 
47 audreay43@yahoo.com 
48 lidavislvs@gmail.com 
49 YOUR E-MAIL COULD BE HERE! 
 

M.A.G.I.C. members! 
 

  Submit your genealogical queries, family 

and/or local history stories. 

 

Become a member 

 

Deadline for Jan-Mar issue is Dec 1 

 

info@magickc.org 
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SURNAMES, BY LOCATION 

 
Alabama 

   Clowers 
   Collins 
   Crawford 
   Ellis 
   Gaunt/Gantt 
   Harris 
   Hayes 
Lee Co.   Hill 
   Daniels 
   Lewis 
   Marzett/Morissette 
   Simpkins 
   Wiggins 
 

Arkansas 
   Anderson 
   Bailey 
Pine Bluff, Jefferson Co. Berry 
   Blair 
   Brooks 
   Byers 
   Caldwell 
   Carter 
   Craig 
   Davis 
   Evans 
   Ferguson 
   Hall 
   Hardin 
   Houston 
   Jones 
   Keller 
   Lee 
   Lester 
Blackwell, Conway Co. McDaniel 
   McIntosh 
   McLeod 
   Mitchem 
Newport, Jackson Co. Morris 
   Nash 
   Phifer 
   Reams 
   Rowell 

   Simpkins 
   Skinner 
   Slay 
   Smalls 
   Snowden 
   Stewart 
   Stitt 
   Ward 
Blackwell, Conway Co. Washington 
   Webb 
   Williams 
 

Calgary Alberta Canada  
   Chaney 
   Frazier 
   Moore 
   Jones 
   Polk 
 

Edmonton Alberta Canada  
   Chaney 
   Moore 
   Jones 
   Polk 
 

Georgia 
   Brooks 
   Caldwell 
   Clowers 
   Crawford 
   Ellis 
   Evans 
   Felts 
   Hall 
   Harris 
   Hicks 
   Jones 
   McClain 
   Snowden 
   Webb 
   Wiggins 
 

Kansas 
   Byers 
   Davis 
Kansas City, Wyandotte Co. Grant 
   Hardin 
Kansas City, Wyandotte Co. Houston 
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   Mitchem 
Fort Scott, Bourbon Co. Morgan 

Kentucky 
   Craig 
   Keller 
   Slay 
 

Louisiana 
   Allan 
   Brooks   
   Bussey 
   Caldwell 
   Clowers 
   Crawford 
   Dorsey 
   Ellington 
   Ellis 
   Evans 
   Glover 
   Hall 
   Harris 
   Hendricks 
   Jones 
Jackson Parish Kidd 
   Nelson 
   Patenaude 
   Patterson 
   Reams 
   Snowden 
   Wiggins 
   Wright 
 

Mississippi 
   Allen 
   Campbell 
   Clowers 
   Crawford 
   Ellis 
   Field 
   Gore 
   Graham 
   Hank 
   Harris 
   Johnson 
   Jones 
Sardis, Panola Co. Jones 
Sardis, Panola Co. Lester 
   Levison 

   Nash 
   Ramey 
   Ray 
   Rienzi 
   Stevenson 
   Wiggins 
   Williams 
 

Missouri 
Franklin Co.  Aitch 
St. Louis Co.  Aitch 
Chariton Co.  Akers 
Jackson Co.  Brookings 
St. Joseph, Buchanan Co. Butler 
   Byers 
Jackson Co.  Carter 
   Davis 
Chariton Co.   Ellington 
Clay Co.  Gants 
Ray Co.  Giles 
   Hardin 
St. Joseph, Buchanan Co.   Jackson 
Franklin Co.  Jackson 
Holt Co.   Jackson 
Jackson Co.  Jackson 
Bunceton, Cooper Co. Jones 
   Leach 
   Lyles 
St. Joseph, Buchanan Co. Madison 
Fulton, Callaway Co. Mason 
Portland, Callaway Co. Mason 
   McDonald 
   McIntosh 
   Mitchem 
St. Louis  Morris 
Franklin Co.  Prior/Pryor 
Holt Co.  Prior/Pryor 
Holt Co.  Sharp 
Jackson Co.  Smalls 
Chariton Co.  Washington 
Jackson Co.   Williams 
Bunceton, Cooper Co. Wright 
 

Nebraska 
   Levison 
 

North Carolina 
   Brooks 
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   White 
 

Texas 
   Brown 
   Bumpus 
Camp Co.  Carroll 
   Chaney 
Houston/Jefferson Co. Cherry 
   Collins 
Camp Co.  Cradock 
   Craig 
   Edwards 
   Frazier 
   Hendricks 
Camp Co.  Hodge 
   Humphreys 
   Keller 
Houston/Jefferson Co. Land 
   Malone 
   Meggs 
   Parker 
   Reed 
   Ross 
   Seymore 
   Slay 
Camp Co.  Spratt 
Camp Co.  Vinson 
Houston/Jefferson Co. Winfield 
 

Virginia 
Mecklenberg Co. Aitch 
   Brown 
Westmoreland Co. Gumby 
Spotsylvania Co.  Jackson 
Westmoreland Co. Jackson 
   Johnson 
   Jones 
 

Washington, D.C. 
   Brown 
   Johnson 

   Bullock 
   Burton 
   Byers 
   Caldwell 
   Coley 
   Davis 
   Evans 
   Goodrem 
   Hall 
   Hardin 
   Harris 
   Jones 
   McKinney 
   Mitchem 
   Sherard 
   Snowden 
   Webb 
 

Oklahoma 
   Banks 
   Bussey 
   Grayson 
   Rentie 
   Taylor 
   Vann 
 

Pennsylvania 
   Gaunt/Gantt 
 

South Carolina 
   Byers 
   Davis 
   Ferguson 
   Hardin 
   Mason 
   McClain 
   Mitchem 
   Sanders 
   Washington 
   Woody 
 

Tennessee 
   Anderson 
   Bethpage 
Hennings, Lauderdale Co Bonds 
   Epps 
   Huddleston 
   Reed 
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     Martin Luther King 
 

 Martin Luther King had been 

assassinated on April 4, 1968. I was across the 

street at Tommy’s house watching TV when 

the news flashed that Dr. King had been shot in 

Memphis, Tennessee. Even at 12 years old, I 

knew that Dr. King was like the Messiah to 

Black People. The news had a chilling effect 

on Tommy and me. 

 I was hurt and angered and my first 

thought was to go and set fire to any “white” 

building that I could find. Even at that young 

age, the death of Dr. King let me know that the 

racial problems in the United States were deep 

and deadly. 

 Major cities burst into flames as the 

news spread that Dr. King had been shot. 

Memphis went up first. Then there were news 

bulletins. The stations were interrupting the 

network programming with reports of fire 

bombings and gunfire in city after city. Snipers 

were on rooftops and in alleys. Armed battles 

were being fought on many fronts across 

“Amerikkka.” 

 Three or four days passed and the lid 

was still on tight in Kansas City, where there 

had been no reports of major outbreaks of 

violence. 

 Dr. King’s funeral was taking place on 

a school day. We received reports that schools 

in Kansas City, Kansas, would be closed the 

day of the funeral. I guess it was to show a sign 

of respect. In contrast, the schools in Kansas 

City, Missouri, would be open and in business 

as usual. I decided that they didn’t have to 

“give me permission” to take the day off. I 

took it off with my own authority and stayed 

home to watch the funeral on TV. 

 Just before the funeral coverage started, 

     [EDITOR’S NOTE: In 2015, we watch 

TV news; read newspapers; surf the Internet; 

follow our Facebook and/or Twitter pages, 

all of which are broadcasting an increasing 

number of incidents where police officers are 

exerting excessive force; beating; and killing 

African-Americans…and trying to tamper 

and/or sabotage and/or cover-up the 

incidents…despite a wealth of video 

evidence by eye witnesses. What’s 

disheartening even more is the fact that these 

incidents have been going on routinely for a 

long time; wider dissemination of cell 

phones with built-in cameras are bringing 

this broken system to light. Municipalities 

are now considering “body cameras” as one 

way to gain control and provide protection 

for the public and the police community. 

Time will tell.  

     The feature below does not describe 2015. 

After reading it, you might begin to ask 

yourself, however, “How far have we 

evolved as a nation since the author 

experienced what he recorded about a fateful 

time in American history…45+years ago…in 

1968?” The spirits of your ancestors are 

watching. The souls of your descendants will 

be reflecting on your actions.] 

 Civil Rights Half-Century Perspective 

By Walter Ray 
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or may not get out of hand. So far the police 

are able to contain and control. 

 Next report. We hear that students from 

Central are on their way to Paseo to liberate 

the students from one more oppressive system. 

Paseo High School sits atop a hill just off 47th 

and Flora. About three miles to the west along 

47th Street sits the Country Club Plaza, “the” 

most exclusive shopping area in Kansas City. 

 The liberators decide to march on the 

Plaza, a symbol of white supremacy, 

segregation and power in K.C. By now the 

police and city officials understand more fully 

the magnitude of the situation so they come out 

organized, and in full force to turn back the 

crowd. There’s a truce, for now. Helicopters 

fly, police cars and paddy wagons cruise all the 

main arteries of the inner city with shot guns 

and pistols at the ready. The atmosphere is 

hostile and tense. The people are about to 

explode. 

 The nighttime, for children, can be a 

frightening time. But age doesn’t make you 

grown! You keep on playing these low down 

dirty games of police brutality, political 

assassinations, job denials, inferior educations, 

abuse and misuse, and making it as hard as you 

can for a whole nation of people to survive. 

Yeah, the nighttime can be a frightening time, 

can be your time, the time we set your ass on 

fire! 

 Night fell about 6:30 p.m. Isaac, 

Tommy, and myself and a couple of others 

were gathered inn front of Isaac’s house. As 

night fell, looking west towards Prospect, we 

began to notice a redness in the sky. We were 

witnessing the beginning of what came to be 

known as the riots in Kansas City. 

 Troost was set on fire. Empty buildings 

and anything believed to be white-owned was 

burned. Next came the fire trucks and as soon 

as they arrived, the snipers appeared. Embers 

were crackling and pistols and rifles were 

popping. There were sirens, helicopters, fire 

trucks, police, confusion and it seemed like 

I heard the newly acquired police helicopter 

flying and hovering overhead. When I went 

outside to see what was happening, Pete’s 

grandmother and some of the neighbors were 

standing in their yards and on the sidewalk 

looking up into the sky. When I walked 

across the street, Pete’s grandmother said, 

“Terry, what’s going on and why aren’t you 

in school?” 

 “I stayed home to watch Dr. King’s 

funeral on TV; then I started hearing the 

helicopters and all this noise. What’s the 

deal?” I asked the neighbors. Police sirens 

screamed and the helicopters were 

continuously circling. A couple of people 

from the block got in their cars and drove up 

to Indiana Street in the direction of the sirens 

and helicopters to investigate. When they 

came back, they told us what they’d seen, 

and it was being confirmed by news bulletins 

that were breaking in on radio and TV. 

 The repots were saying that Central 

Senior High School had declared a walkout 

in protest to schools not being closed in 

observance of Dr. King’s funeral. It was 

reported that kids from Central Senior 

walked out heading for the Junior building, 

which was only half a block down 33rd 

Street. On the way, they began to vent some 

of their frustration and anger by throwing 

rocks and bottles and turning over a few cars. 

When the teachers and administrators in the 

Junior building realized what was going on 

they started locking doors and turning off 

lights. Kids in the Junior building said that 

some teachers even hid beneath their desks, 

out of fear that they’d be the likely targets for 

an attack. In no time at all, Central Jr. was 

liberated and the crowds began moving 

through the neighborhood, coming our way. 

 Next report. Crowds of teenagers 

enter the liquor store on 35th and Indiana and 

they take whatever they want. Nobody pays! 

For the time being it’s hundreds of high 

school kids creating a disturbance that may 
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Kansas City’s East Side. Maybe the thought of 

the gangsters and killers, along with the black 

militants out there in the streets, running 

amuck and unchecked was a little too much for 

the mayor and city officials to imagine. By the 

third day there had been so much looting and 

shooting, burning and churning that the mayor 

and those in charge decided that since it looked 

like a war, then they’d fight it like one. On the 

fourth day, they brought in additional National 

Guard troops, along with three tanks! 

 I don’t know whether it was the sight 

and thought of those three tanks that brought 

the uprising, rebellion, riot or whatever you 

decide to call it, to a halt or not. It may have 

been that the people put some Old Testament 

on them. An eye for an eye! A tooth for a 

tooth! A head for a head, and a life for a life! 

Or was that Malcolm. Maybe it was the Old 

Testament and Malcolm all rolled up into one. 

Or maybe the people just instinctively 

responded with retaliation and after three days 

of venting their anger and frustration they just 

got tired and went home. Either way, after 

three days and three tanks, it was over. 

 

In 1999, Ray, under the 

pseudonym Bakari Shabazz, 

authored, Coming Clean: A Tale 

Told from the Heart (Bird in 

Paradise Publ.) Coming Clean 

offers nearly 45, engaging, short, 

first-hand, real-life, coming of 

age stories of a black man in 

urban America (i.e., Kansas 

City). As an example, Coming 

Clean offers a fantastic, first-

person recollection of the Kansas 

City race riots of 1968. This 

book is a call to action to record 

YOUR life stories.  Order copies 

by contacting Walter Ray at 

cbirdinparadise@hotmail.com; or by calling 

(816) 816-772-9783. Each book is $10, plus $3 

shipping and handling. 

small-scale warfare was breaking out all over 

the place. 

 This went on for three days and three 

nights. In the daytime the air was filled with 

tear gas and smoke from gunshots and fires. 

The National Guard was called in and the 

police rode the streets, four to a car; two 

guardsmen and two policemen. The guards 

also rode the city buses because early on the 

youngsters began to take over the buses. 

They’d get on the buses and nobody would 

pay, and the driver had better not utter a 

sound. If they weren’t riding for free, they 

were throwing bricks through the windows. 

So two fully-armed national guardsmen rode 

the buses, sitting in the last row. 

 Night would fall and the skies would 

turn red. There would be a curfew, fires, 

gunfire and fear. We’d sit at home and watch 

TV and listen to the radio news reports until 

around 1:00 or 2:00 a.m. when things usually 

died down. 

 Every night the danger seemed to get 

a little closer to the block. I didn’t know how 

bad things would get. I’d heard radio reports 

of a sniper being only one 

block from our house and that 

31st and Indiana was going up 

in flames. I hung my newly 

acquired Easter suit on the 

closed door in the 2nd floor 

hallway. If the house suddenly 

went up in flames, I could grab 

it as I headed down the 

hallway from my bedroom to 

the first floor and out the front 

door. 

 A schoolmate of ours, 

whom I didn’t know very well, 

was out after the curfew and 

got caught in a crossfire. This 

schoolmate, along with 18 or 

19 others, died as a result of “The Riots.”  

 For years, and maybe decades, there’s 

been a dangerous gangster element on 
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With Your Library Card…. 
 “America’s GenealogyBank is a useful resource to add to your genealogy research 
toolbox. This database is split into two sections: historical and modern. 
 The historical section covers a large section of American history between three 
databases: Historical Newspapers, Books, and Documents. Historical Newspapers provides 
accesses to newspapers across the United States beginning in 1690 and ending in 2002. 
Users can do a name search or search by a state, county, or city. Historical Books allows 
users the ability to search through a number of published items ranging from 1749-1900. 
These published items include genealogies, local histories, and many other materials. The 
Historical Documents database is a great military resource. Users can look up casualty lists, 
Revolutionary and Civil War pension requests, land grants, and much more. 
 In the modern section, users can search two databases: America’s Obituaries (1977-
present) and the Social Security Death Index. Obituaries can be a genealogy gold mine 
through providing names, dates, family members’ names, and more. Genealogy Bank lets the 
user search the obituaries either by name or geographically by state, as well as the country of 
Puerto Rico. The Social Security Death Index can provide some of the same information as 
obituaries, but this resource can catch those individuals who did not have an obituary 
published. Users can search this index by name, as well as providing death date and 
residence information. Genealogists will find America’s GenealogyBank a wonderful resource 
to add to their research possibilities.” And, access is FREE with your library card! Courtesy 
Midwest Genealogy Center, Mid-Continent Library System. 

Newly Revised MAGIC Website 
 A beta version of MAGIC’s re-designed website is posted at magickc.org. The major 
components from its predecessor remain the same, with updated information and presentation. 
 Significant upgrades and new elements, courtesy the expertise of The Digital Agenda, 
include: 1) a live, functional calendar for events and meeting dates; 2) Facebook links; 3) 
automatic ‘news feeds’ from Facebook to the website whenever MAGIC posts to Facebook; 4) 
a rotating homepage banner; 5) a “Photo Gallery” and “African American Genealogy” sections; 
and 6) an e-commerce component where MAGIC books are available for sale with a credit 

card online (our printable 
booklist remains available for 
those who want to pay by 
check).  
       MAGIC members and 
friends are encouraged to 
share photos by sending them 
to info@magickc.org for 
inclusion in the photo gallery. 
       Let us know what you 
think, and if you have any 
suggestions we might 
implement as time marches 
forward. Call David at 
816.714.6552, or e-mail 
info@magickc.org. 



Set free as a youth in 
1865, Arthur remained 
into adulthood with his 

former owners on a 
small Missouri 
farm. His children 
“passed for white” 
and in time, their 
true heritage was 
l o s t  to  l iv ing 
memory . . ..UNTIL 
NOW! 

david.jackson@orderlypackrat.com 

orderlypackrat.com 

P U B L I S H E D  B Y :  

T H E  O R D E R LY  P A C K  R A T  

Follow one slave’s birth, 
childhood, emancipation & 

life as a freedman 

Travel  in time over a century 

with his master’s family  

Witness his  interracial 
‘marriage’ to a white woman and meet 

their   biracial children 

Learn how their family secret was 

kept . . . and  follow its re-discovery 

310 pages; illustrations; maps; 

documents; sources; index 

$20 
https://www.createspace.com / 5331422 

ISBN: 978-0970430816 

←Wholesale orders 

 Civil War Sesquicentennial Edition 

TIME: 00:00 

NEW, NON-FICTION  

BIOGRAPHY 

 



On Saturday, September 5, MAGIC welcomed to the Bruce R. Watkins Cultural Heritage Center, Sherri 

Camp, Genealogy Librarian at the Topeka and Shawnee County Public Library and President of the Kansas Chap-

ter of the Afro-American Historical and Genealogical Society. 

 

Ms. Camp shared exciting news about the Freedmen's Bureau indexing project. “The Freedmen’s Bureau 

was organized near the end of the Civil War to assist newly freed slaves in 15 states and the District of Columbia. The bureau from 
1865 to 1872 opened schools, managed hospitals, rationed food and clothing and performed marriages. During this time, the bu-
reau gathered handwritten, personal information, such as marriage and family information, military service, banking, school, hospi-

tal and property records on about 4 million African-Americans.” http://cjonline.com/news/2015-06-19/topekan-helps-
make-announcement-about-freedmens-bureau-project-which-helps-african 

 

If you are looking for a volunteer project, “It only takes a little training for anyone with a computer and 

Internet access to join the project,” You can volunteer from home at your own pace and schedule to help make 

MORE records accessible SOONER! “It’s very easy to pick up,” Dave Thomason said of the process to help in the 

indexing effort. “It’s rewarding to know you are contributing to something that will last forever.” 
 

 

To find out more about the Bureau's records, here are some good places to start: 

 
http://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1997/summer/freedmens-bureau-records.html 
  
http://www.archives.gov/research/african-americans/freedmens-bureau/brochure.pdf 
 
A document explaining the MISSOURI field office records: 
http://www.archives.gov/research/microfilm/m1908.pdf 
[Midwest Genealogy Center has microfilm of one part of that bureau's records--"Records of the Freed-
man's [sic] Savings and Trust Company," one branch of which was in St. Louis.  (There was no Kansas 
City branch.)] 
 

Sign up to volunteer TODAY at discoverfreedmen.org 
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Help Volunteer to Make African American  

Freedmen’s Bureau Records Searchable! 

http://cjonline.com/news/2015-06-19/topekan-helps-make-announcement-about-freedmens-bureau-project-which-helps-african
http://cjonline.com/news/2015-06-19/topekan-helps-make-announcement-about-freedmens-bureau-project-which-helps-african
http://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1997/summer/freedmens-bureau-records.html
http://www.archives.gov/research/african-americans/freedmens-bureau/brochure.pdf
http://www.archives.gov/research/microfilm/m1908.pdf
http://discoverfreedmen.org


 

—Save the Dates— 
20th Century Civil Rights and 

Liberties Film Series  
 

 

The Greater Kansas City Black History Study Group 

(GKCBHSG), an affiliate of The Association for the Study of 

African American Life and History (ASALH), will present in 

conjunction with The National Archives at Kansas City several 

free historic documentary films as part of the  20th Century Civil 

Rights & Liberties Film Series. 
 

All programs will start at 6:30 p.m. and will include post-film discussion with local 
scholars. To make a reservation for these free films call 816-268-8010 or email 
kansascity.educate@nara.gov. 
 

Thursday, October 1, 2015 
Free Angela and All Political Prisoners with Dr. Delia Gillis from the University of 
Central Missouri leading a discussion of the film after the viewing of the film. 
 

Tuesday, December 1, 2015 
Eyes on the Prize: Awakenings which focuses on the beginnings of the U.S. civil rights 
struggle, including the Emmett Till murder trial, the Rosa Parks arrest, and the 
Montgomery, Alabama, bus boycott.  
 

Thursday, February 4, 2016 
Spies of Mississippi highlights Freedom Summer in 1964 and the group known as the 
Mississippi State Sovereignty Commission. The Commission was a state-funded spy 
agency which infiltrated the civil rights coalition and their most potent weapon was a cadre 
of black operatives.  
 

Thursday, April 21, 2016 
In Search of History: The Night Tulsa Burned features Tulsa’s Greenwood District, the site 
of one of the most violent race riots in American history. More than 300 people were killed 
and 1,200 homes destroyed after an elevator encounter between two teenagers led to 
destruction of the “Black Wall Street.”  
 

Thursday, June 9, 2016 
The Power Broker: Whitney Young’s Fight for Civil Rights is the story of Whitney Young 
who served as director of the National Urban League and advised Presidents Kennedy, 
Johnson and Nixon on many issues. Yet his close ties with powerful whites sometimes 
came at a cost, including an attempted assassination described as part of a “black 
revolutionary plot.” Others often called him “Whitey” Young, and mocked him as “the Wall 
Street of the civil rights movement.”  
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ANNUAL MAGIC FIELD TRIP 
Hattie’s Room 

Saturday, October 3, 2015 
Noon — 1 p.m. ($5 admission) 

 
     In 1855 (the year the Harris-Kearney House was constructed), there was a slave auction at 
Boone’s Store in Westport (today, Kelley’s bar). Up for bid was a 13-year-old slave girl named 
Hattie. She was about to be sold to a “cruel” master and begged a “kindly looking” man to purchase 
her instead. That man was Charles Kearney, a Santa Fe Trail trader. The bidding became heated 
until Hattie finally sold to Kearney for $1,300...a fortune in those days. Harriet ‘Hattie’ Drisdom 
Kearney was the only slave ever purchased by Colonel Kearney. Two years later, in 1857, Hattie 
was given her freedom. Instead of leaving, she chose to stay with her new family.  
     The Westport Historical Society, owners and operators of the historic 1855 Harris-Kearney 
House Museum, debuted on June 14, 2014, a permanent exhibit to interpret slavery and the local 
African American experience during the 19th century…perhaps the first-ever of its kind in KC. An 
exhibit of “Steptoe,” a post-Civil War multi-ethnic neighborhood near Westport, is also on 
permanent display. Preparation for Hattie’s Room required the demolition of what was most 
recently a restroom, and it revealed the original wood floors. 
      Hattie reared “two generations of Kearney’s children, became ingrained in the family’s life, and 
adopted the family name. Colonel Kearney’s oldest daughter, Julia, married Frank Wornall, and it 
appears that for a time Hattie lived at Wornall House raising the Wornall children. She lived to be 
91-years-old and was the first African-American to be buried in the “white section” of Union 
Cemetery. 

1855 Harris Kearney House Museum 

c/o Westport Historical Society 

4000 Baltimore 

Kansas City, Missouri 64111 

(816) 561-1821 

westporthistorical@gmail.com 
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Hattie Kearney pick 

pocketed of her life savings 

at Union Cemetery while 

attending the funeral of her 

long-time friend (and 

former owner), Colonel 

Charles E. Kearney. 

Hattie’s 

Obituary in 

the Star >>> 

&  
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Death 

Certificate 
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