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OUR MISSION 
 

The purpose of M.A.G.I.C. is to pro-
mote genealogy and family history 
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that are considered sources of genea-
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 Years ago all across the country, 
the affordable, ideal places for college 
students away from campus were YMCAs. 
No place could beat the YMCA’s rate for a 
room, shower, and toilet down the hall and 
hot meals. YMCAs were the first 
“everything” fitness centers, and they had 
reading rooms and meeting rooms. 
 Phi Beta Sigma fraternity was 
founded in Washington, D.C., at Howard 
University in 1914 by A. Langston Taylor, 
Leonard F. Morse, and Charles I. Brown. 
Charles Brown was from Topeka, Ks.  
 These three students felt the need 
for a Greek-letter college fraternity 
embracing the principles of brotherhood, 
scholarship and service. They crystallized 
and expressed those traits in the fraternity’s 
motto: “Culture for service and service for 
humanity.” 
 Many of Sigma’s early planning 
and organizing meetings were held at DC’s 
“Colored YMCA” that opened in 1853. 
 Kansas City’s 
YMCA on The Paseo 
Boulevard, was 
constructed in 1914 
and is an historic site. 
 For a number 
of years, Kansas City, 
Missouri’s Alpha 
Delta Sigma chapter 
and its members have 
been friends of the 
Linwood YMCA, 
supporting its 
programs. 
 As a 58-year, 
life member of the 
organization, I was 
the keynote speaker at 
Alpha Delta Sigma’s 
Founders’ Day 
program in January, 
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YMCAs and Phi Beta Sigma 
By Joelouis Mattox 

2015. The annual blue and white event was held 
at the Linwood YMCA at Linwood and 
Cleveland. The subject was, “Memories of 
YMCAs in New York City and Kansas City, 
Mo.,” a synopsis of which is provided here: 
 

YMCA, New York City 
 
  I crossed the burning sands into the Beta 
Chi chapter of Phi Beta Sigma at Lincoln 
University, Jefferson City, Mo., in 1958. While I 
was a student in college attending state, regional 
and national meetings of Phi Beta Sigma and the 
National Pan-Hellenic Council, I often lodged at 
YMCAs. 
 My first stay at a YMCA was in New 
York City in 1960. I was in “The Big Apple” 
attending my first national meeting of Phi Beta 
Sigma called, “Grand Conclave.” The 
headquarters site for the Conclave was the 
downtown Sheraton Hotel with room rates that I 
could not afford. 
 This Conclave stands out in my memory 
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because there I met the Rev. Dr. Leonard F. 
Morse, the last living founder of Phi Beta 
Sigma. I served on the Nominating 
Committee as secretary, an honor seldom 
accorded a first-time attendee. Meetings of 
the committee were held in the presidential 
suite, such grandeur and opulence I had 
never seen. 
 I had my first taste of champagne at 
the Grand Orchid Ball and got the 
opportunity to dance and be photographed 
with Dr. Jeanne Noble, International 
President of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority. 
My portrait with Dr. Noble is a cherished 
keepsake. I chuckle now because in the 
photograph I was not wearing a tuxedo. At 
the time, I was just, as they say, “A good 
looking country boy from cotton picking 
country.” The ball was my introduction to 
black society. 
  

YMCAs in Kansas City 
 
 In the late 1960s, I worked downtown 
for the federal Urban Renewal agency and I 
lived downtown in an apartment on Quality 
Hill. At that time, residents of only one Quality 
Hill apartment building agreed to allow a black 
to cohabitate in their building; I was shunned 
from all other buildings. 
 The YMCA in downtown Kansas City 
on 10th Street was the place to go and workout. 
 In the early 1970s, I became a 
preservationist. I founded the Birdland Historic 
Preservation Society and had an office in the 
YMCA on The Paseo. The best known tenant in 
the building was the Coaches Council. Others 
were the Charlie Parker Foundation, founded by 
the late Eddie Baker; the Black Archives of Mid 
America, founded by Horace Peterson. I got to 
know and became friends with both Baker and 
Peterson. 



 In 1977, I was appointed to the 
Kansas City Landmarks Commission, now 
known as the Kansas City Historic 
Preservation Commission. My position on 
the Commission is historian. 
 In July 2015, the commission voted 
that it had no objection to the Linwood 
YMCA buying and demolishing five houses 
on Mersington Street. “The demolition of 
the houses will have no adverse effect on 
historic properties in the area that would be 
eligible for listing on the National Register 
of Historic Places.” 
 The Linwood YMCA, built in 1975, 
is a beacon in its neighborhood and others 
nearby. The center is growing and 
expanding. It is a great place to exercise the 
body and mind; to be inspired and motivated 
to be all you can be; and, to learn about the 
history and 
cultures of people 
of Kansas City. 
 Sadly, 
Kansas City’s 
historic downtown 
YMCA, built in 
1903, has been 
demolished. 
 The 
historic YMCA on 
The Paseo, built in 
1914, has been 
saved and will 
soon re-open and 
become an asset in 
the 18t hand Vine 
Historic District.  
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 Construction to expand the YMCA on 
Linwood is moving at a fast pace. The new 
YMCA will provide programs and services 
that support the needs of individuals and 
families in the Linwood area community. 
Three great programs are Healthy Living, 
Youth Development, and Social 
Responsibility. 
 Several weeks ago, I was invited and 
attended meeting at the Linwood YMCA, now 
housed temporarily at Central High School, 
while construction is underway. The executive 
director, Stephanie Smith, is asking for 
community input for suggestions to showcase 
the history of the Colored YMCA in Kansas 
City.  
 The storied history and legacies of 
YMCAs and Phi Beta Sigma fraternity lives! 

Joe Louis Mattox, who died March 21, 2017, was a self-described, "born and bred 
in cotton-picking country" Viet Nam veteran (Spec 4, U.S. Army Signal Corps, 3rd 
Armored Cavalry, Germany). He wa also a celebrated historian and civil rights 
leader and Life Member of the NAACP and Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. He 
attended St. John  A.M.E. Church in Kansas City, MO, and, of course, was a long-
time MAGIC member and Generations contributor. 
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 After publishing a review of my 
father’s maternal Parker family in 2012, I 
embarked on a genealogy venture with the 
Gumby family, my father’s paternal ancestry.  
The task was expedited when I found my 
father with a terminal illness in the spring of 
2013.  I hoped my dad would be able to see 
his family history in print.  My father, Harry 
Lester Gumby, read the manuscript in 2014 
before he died.  
 I knew the name of my great-
grandparents, John Gumby and Rachel 
Simms Gumby, along with a town called 
Front Royal, Virginia. However, beyond that 
I had no further information.  Using the 
Virginia Census, I found the birth date of my 
grandfather, John H. Gumby, born in 1848 in 
Frederick County, Virginia, and that of my 
great-grandmother, Rachel, born in 1866 in 
Pennsylvania. Armed with this information, I 
began my genealogy project in 2013. 
 My newest book, The Story of 
Gumby: Tracing Family History to the 
1700s, was initiated to uncover the history of 
the Gumby family.  Without a travel budget, 
the Internet became a primary tool to access 
libraries, archival databases, and historical 
journals. One of the first colonial-era 
discoveries of a possible ancestor was that of 
“Gumby,” a male slave recorded in the 1655 
property inventory of William Brocas in 
Middlesex, Lancaster County, Virginia. My 
next discovery was Tom Gumby; a slave of 
Robert King Carter. Next, I found references 
of “dadda Gumby” in historical books 
involving slavery.  An important find was the 
Will of Robert King Carter I, of Lancaster 
County, Virginia.  Robert Carter named “Old 
Gumby” and “Tom Gumby” in a slave 
property inventory.  Tom Gumby was born in 
1680. 
 A valuable source was the Deed of 
Emancipation document filed by Robert 

The Story of Gumby: Tracing family history to the 1700s 
Resources and tools used to identify my Gumby Ancestors 

By Rosalind Bauchum 

Carter III, the grandson of Robert King Carter 
I.  Robert Carter freed 509 slaves on 
September 5, 1791.  Several Gumby 
individuals were freed at specific times; Abby 
Gumby, Clouden Gumby, Dorcas Gumby, 
Frances Gumby, Humphrey Gumby, Joan 
Gumby, John Gumby, Nelson Gumby, Sarah 
Gumby, Thomas Gumby, and Willoughby 
Gumby.   
 Former slaves are found in the Federal 
census in 1870. Since the Gumby family was 
emancipated during the 1790s, my ancestors 
John and Nelson Gumby appear in the 1800 
Frederick County, Virginia Census. Free 
Negroes appear in subsequent Census records 
prior to the Civil War. The following 
information was found in the 1860 Frederick 
County, Virginia Census records; 
 Nelson Gumby, (born in 1819) and 
Sarah Jane Newman Gumby (born in 1820) 
had the following children: 
 
Mary Gumby, a daughter born in Virginia in 1843. 
James Gumby, a son born in Virginia in 1845  
Elijah Gumby, a son born in Virginia in 1846. 
John Henry Nelson Gumby, a son born in Virginia in 

1848.  
Evaline Gumby, a daughter born in Virginia in 1850. 
Samuel D. Gumby, a son born in Virginia in 1851  
Jacob Gumby, a son born in Virginia in 1853 
Charles Edward Gumby, a son born in Virginia in 1859  
Eli Gumby, a male born in 1858 in Virginia 

Sarah Gumby, a female born in Virginia in 1859. 

 

 County property inventories, Wills, 
diaries and letters are documents helpful and 
vital to African American ancestral research. 
Many the documents referenced were found in 
digitized online records.  I obtained a copy of 
the 1775 Inventory of Whites and Blacks 
Living at Nomony Hall, Westmoreland 
County, Virginia, to continue identifying 
Gumby ancestors. The document cost $22 
dollars, plus shipping. 



April-June  2017         GENERATIONS       7  

  I was amazed to find newspaper 
articles announcing the deaths of my great-
grandparents, and great-aunts and uncles.  
The newspaper articles revealed unknown 
family members and allowed me to validate 
birth and death dates. The federal Mortality 
Schedule for Cumberland County, 
Pennsylvania, identified the death of a great
-granduncle, Eli Gumby, in 1879.   
 I then utilized online databases as 
familysearch.org, Findagrave.com, and 
billiongraves.com to further my research. 
The Gumby family migrated to Barnitz, 
Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, 
between 1870 and 1880. Descendants of 
the Gumbys live in Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, Delaware, New Jersey, New 
York, Florida, Texas, Nevada, and 
Massachusetts. 
 The Gumby family, including the 
Missouri delegation, convened on August 

19-20, 2016, for the 225th Commemoration of 
the Emancipation of the 509 slaves.  The event 
was sponsored by the Northern Neck Virginia 
Historical Society, the Historic Christ Church, 
the First Baptist Church of Heathsville Virginia, 
and the Mary Ball Washington Museum and 
Library. Thomas Gumby is featured in the 
Christ Church Museum exhibit. 
 
The Story of Gumby: Tracing Family History 
to the 1700s is available from: 
storyofgumby.com,  
storyofgumby@gmail.com, or, through 
purposepublishing.com. 
 
 
 
Rosalind Bauchum is a long-time MAGIC 
member and supporter. She is the author of 
several books, and publisher of many more. 
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In Memoriam… 
Local historian and preservationist Joelouis Mattox 

By Dave Helling 
 
 I first met Joelouis Mattox in 2010. 
He wanted to name the Troost Bridge at 
Brush Creek for two icons of Kansas City, 
broadcaster Walt Bodine and former Kansas 
City Councilman Alvin Brooks. 
 “Troost has historically been the 
racial dividing line,” he said. “Two people 
who have worked over the years to improve 
race relations have been Walt Bodine and 
Alvin Brooks.” 
 Both said they were honored by the 
effort. Yet for reasons that remain 
mysterious, the renaming plan never took 
off. The two men should be remembered.  
 For now, though, I’ve got a better 
name for the structure: the Joelouis Mattox 
Bridge. 
 Mattox died this week. He was 
Kansas City’s historian of race and class, 
working tirelessly to find a path here for 
everyone. 
 He often could be found at the Bruce 
R. Watkins Cultural Center, teaching visitors 
about the tangled past of area race relations. 
 “Keep a level head when you hear 
racists on the radio and television,” he once 
wrote. “If you’re African American, become 
a banker, doctor, educator, entrepreneur, 
lawmaker, writer or a community 
organizer.” 
 The Troost Bridge should stand as a 
monument to Joelouis Mattox, who tried to 
bridge our differences. 
 

http://www.kansascity.com/opinion/opn-columns-
blogs/dave-helling/article140167043.html 

 

Tributes continued on pages 20-23 

By David W. Jackson 

 Joe had a wide array of friends and 
acquaintances that spanned over decades and 
across the country. Needless to say, many who 
are left to mourn his passing knew him longer 
and more intimately than me. Still, we were 
friends enough to be on a first-name basis. As 
expressive, instructive, and encouraging as he 
was for us to share our stories, one and all, Joe 
guarded his personal life. Folks were hard 
pressed in the days following his death to recall 
his surviving family members, his age, indeed, 
his birthday. For that, I felt very 
sad….GUILTY...because while he had in the 
last couple of years confidentially shared with 
me some very personal memories, I did not 
know those details needed immediately by 
others to begin settling his estate. 
 Our first introduction was in 2004 when 
Joe approached me, then archivist for the 
Jackson County Historical Society (JCHS). 
That Autumn JCHS published his research on 
the African-American enclave of Steptoe, 
which later inspired a documentary and 
numerous presentations. In Autumn 2005, 
JCHS published his teenage recollection of 
meeting Harry Truman in 1953, which inspired 
Joe to go to college. In Autumn 2007, Joe and I 
collaborated on a project that was, perhaps, his 
crowing achievement, if you will. We 
published the most comprehensive data yet 
compiled on Kansas City’s Private Wayne 
Miner, who was one of the last casualties of 
WWI...and possibly the last African-American 
to give the ultimate sacrifice. 
 I am so blessed to have known and 
worked with Joe, who always had many irons 
in the fire, and was always calling attention to 
an aspect of local history that needed to be re-
told and preserved. I am going to sorely miss 
our long conversations on a variety of topics. 
I’m going to miss his perspective, his opinion, 
his encouragement and his praise. I shall 
endeavor to emulate Joelouis Mattox! 



AFRICAN AMERICAN  
SURNAMES & LOCATIONS 

Footnote number refers to  
contact/submitter on page 13 

 
Adkins—LA49 

Adkins—GA49 
Adkins—SC49 
Adkins—VA49 
Aitch—Franklin & St. Louis Co., MO25 
Aitch—Mecklenberg Co., VA25 
Akers—Chariton Co., MO

25
 

Allan—LA10 

Allen—MS20 

Anderson—TN44 
Anderson—AR44 
Bailey—AR3 
Bailey—Cherryvale, Montgomery Co., KS34 
Banks—OK6 
Berry—Pine Bluff, AR14 
Bethpage—TN4 
Blair—AR18, 41 
Bonds—Hennings, Lauderdale Co., TN29 
Bonds—Kansas City, Jackson Co., MO29 
Brookings—Jackson Co., MO3 
Brooks—AR45 

Brooks—NC45 
Brooks—GA45 
Brooks—LA45 
Brown—TX3 
Brown—VA22 
Brown—Washington, D.C.22 
Bullock—NC47 
Bumpus—TX3 
Burton—NC47 

Bussey—LA30 
Bussey—OK30 
Butler—St. Joseph, Buchanan Co., MO32 
Byers—NC40 
Byers—SC40 
Byers—AR40 
Byers—KS40 
Byers—MO40 

Caldwell—AR45 
Caldwell—AR45 
Caldwell—AR45 
Caldwell—AR45 
Campbell—MS

6
 

Carroll—Camp Co., TX8 
Carter—AR18 

Carter46 

Carter—Hennings, Lauderdale Co., TN29 
Carter—Jackson Co., MO29 
Chaney—Calgary, Alberta, Canada3 
Chaney—Edmonton, Alberta, Canada3 
Chaney—TX3 
Cherry—Houston/Jefferson Co., TX29 
Clowers—GA26 
Clowers—AL26 

Clowers—MS26 

Clowers—LA26 

Coley—NC47 
Collins—AL41 

Collins—TX41 

Cradock—Camp Co., TX8 
Craig—KY38 
Craig—AR38 
Craig—TX38 
Crawford—GA26 

Crawford—AL26 
Crawford—MS26 
Crawford—LA26 
Daniels —AL5 

Davis—NC40 
Davis—SC40 
Davis—AR40 
Davis—KS

40
 

Davis—MO40 
Dorsey—LA35 
Duffel—Kansas City, Wyandotte Co., KS37 
Duffel—Kansas City, Jackson Co., MO37 
Durham—MS39 
Durham—AR39 
Durham—Kansas City, Jackson Co., MO39 
Edwards—TX3 
Ellington—Chariton Co., MO1 

CONNECT 
THROUGH 
QUERIES 
Search by surname below,  

or location, separately on page 14 
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Ellington—LA30 
Ellis—AL26 

Ellis—SW, AR & Pine Bluff, AR49 
Ellis—GA26 

Ellis—KS49 
Ellis—MS26 
Ellis—LA26 
Epps—MS39 

Epps—TN44 
Epps—AR39 
Epps—Kansas City, Jackson Co., MO39 
Evans—AR

45
 

Evans—NC45 
Evans—GA45 
Evans—LA45 
Felts—GA48 
Ferguson—AR18 
Ferguson—SC18 
Field—MS17 
Frazier—Calgary, Alberta, Canada3 
Frazier—TX3 

Gaaunt/Gantt—AL24 
Gaaunt/Gantt—PA24 
Gants—Pleasant Hill, Clay Co., MO14 

Gibson—SW, AR *& Prairie Co., AR49 
Giles—Richmond, Ray Co., MO19 

Gilmore—AL49 
Gilmore—AR49 
Gilmore—GA49 
Gilmore—LA49 
Glover—AL5 

Goodrem—NC43 
Gore—MS6 
Graham—MS27 
Grant—Kansas City, Wyandotte Co., KS30 
Grayson—OK6 
Gumby—Westmoreland Co., VA8 

Hall—AR45 
Hall—NC45 
Hall—GA45 
Hall—LA

45
 

Hank—MS17 
Hardin—NC40 
Hardin—SC40 
Hardin—AR40 
Hardin—KS40 
Hardin—MO40 
Harris—NC47 
Harris—AL26 
Harris—GA26 

Harris—MS26 
Harris—LA15 & 26 
Hayes—AL5 
Hendricks—LA7 
Hendricks—TX7 

Hicks—GA48 
Hill—Lee Co., AL4 
Hodge—Camp Co., TX8 
Hooker—MS39 
Hooker—AR39 
Hooker—Kansas City, Jackson Co., MO39 
Houston—Kansas City, Wyandotte Co., KS

32
 

Houston—AR32 
Huddleston—TN44 
Humphreys—TX43 
Jackson—St. Joseph, Buchanan Co., MO31 
Jackson—Doniphan Co., KS2 

Jackson—Franklin Co., MO2 

Jackson—Holt Co., MO2 

Jackson—Kansas City, Jackson Co., MO2 

Jackson—Kanawha Co., W/VA2 

Jackson—Charles Co., MD2 

Jackson—Spotsylvania Co., VA2 

Jackson—Westmoreland Co., VA2 

Johnson—MS4 
Johnson—VA22 
Johnson—Washington, D.C.22 
Jones—AR18, 45 
Jones—NC45 
Jones—GA45 
Jones—LA45 
Jones—Bunceton, Cooper Co., MO28 
Jones—Calgary, Alberta, Canada3 
Jones—Edmonton, Alberta, Canada3 
Jones—VA17 

Jones—MS17 

Jones—Sardis, MS18 
Kidd—Jackson Parish, LA5 

Keller—KY38 
Keller—AR38 
Keller—TX

38
 

Land—Houston/Jefferson Co., TX29 
Leach—MO3 
Lee—AR41 
Lester—AR18 
Lester—Sardis, MS18 
Levison—MS24 
Levison—NE24 
Lewis—AL11 
Lewis—AR11 
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Lyles—MO3 
Madison—St. Joseph, Buchanan Co., MO31 
Malone—TX13 
Marzett/Morissette —AL5 
Mason—SC9 
Mason—Fulton/Portland, Callaway Co, MO19 
Mason—OK36 
Mason—TX36 
McClain—GA24 
McClain—SC24 
McDaniel—Blackwell, Conway Co., AR23 
McDonald—MO3 

McIntosh—AR
8
 

McIntosh—MO33 
McKinney—NC47 
McLeod—AR18 
Meggs—TX3 
Mitchem—NC40 
Mitchem—SC40 
Mitchem—AR40 
Mitchem—KS40 
Mitchem—MO40 
Moore—Calgary, Alberta, Canada3 
Moore—Edmonton, Alberta, Canada3 
Morgan—Fort Scott, Bourbon Co., KS19 
Morris—Newport, Jackson Co., AR23 

Morris—St. Louis, MO23 
Nash—AR20 
Nash—MS20 
Nelson—LA16 
Parker—TX3 
Patenande—LA24 
Patterson—LA24 
Phifer—AR3 
Polk—Calgary Alberta Canada3 
Polk—Edmonton Alberta Canada3 

Pryor/Prior—Franklin Co., MO2 
Pryor/Prior—Holt Co., MO2 

Pryor/Prior—Kanawha Co., W/VA2 
Ramey—MS17 
Ray—MS6 

Ray—AR
6
 

Reams—LA42 

Reams—AR42 
Reed—TN43 
Reed—TX3 
Rentie/Renty—OK6 
Rienzi—MS4 

Riley—OK36 
Riley—TX36 
Ross—TX3 

Rowell—AR41 
Sanders—SC9 
Sansing—GA49 

Sansing—NC49 
Sansing—SC49 
Sansing—VA49 
Seymore—TX3 

Sharp—Anderson Co., KY2 
Sharp—Buchanan Co., MO2 
Sharp—Holt Co., MO2 
Sherard—NC47 
Sidney46 

Simpkins—AL
11 

Simpkins—AR11 
Skinner—AR3 
Slay—KY38 

Slay—AR38 
Slay—TX38 
Smalls—AR12 
Smalls—Jackson Co., MO12 
Snowden—AR45 
Snowden—NC45 
Snowden—GA45 
Snowden—LA45 
Spratt—Camp Co., TX8 
Stevenson—MS21 

Stewart—AR3 
Stitt—AR3 
Tate46 

Taylor—OK6 

Taylor—Kansas City, Wyandotte Co., KS37 
Vann—OK7 
Vinson—Camp Co., TX8 

Walker—AR49 
Walker—DE49 
Walker—GA49 
Walker—LA49 
Ward—AR18 
Washington—Blackwell, Conway Co., AR23 
Washington—Chariton Co., MO1 

Washington—SC23 
Webb—NC

43
 

Webb—AR18 & 42 
Webb—GA42 
White—TN4 

Wiggins—AL26 
Wiggins—GA26 

Wiggins—MS26 
Wiggins—LA26 
Williams—AR18, 39 

Williams—MS39 
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Williams—Kansas City, Jackson Co., MO39 
Winfield—Houston/Jefferson Co., TX29 
Woody—SC23 
Wright—Bunceton, Cooper Co., MO28 
Wright—LA10 
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Share your personal and family images with 
MAGIC for their website and  
GENERATIONS periodical. 

THE ROLE OF THE NEGRO IN MISSOURI HISTORY, 1719-1970 

By Dr. Lorenzo J. Greene, Antonio F. Holland and Gary Kremer 
Lincoln University 

 
 Missouri owes its greatness to many diverse races, nationalities and creeds. 
In our state people from all backgrounds have mixed their heritage, blood, brawn 
and brains to create a home for themselves and their children. 
 For too long the contributions of blacks to the development of Missouri 
have been ignored. Textbooks, written history and popular accounts have 
omitted, distorted or stereotyped black Americans. 
 It is hoped that this article will help all Missourians to regard blacks as 
human beings who, under the most disheartening conditions, have contributed 
much to make Missouri the great state it is today. 
 By closing some of the gaps in the history of our state, this article should 
help replace error with truth and myth with reality. It should give to black people 
a sense of identity with Missouri's history, a feeling of pride in their 
accomplishments and a heightened satisfaction in their self-image. 
 
From the Official Manual, State of Missouri, 1973-1974. You can read more at 
https://law.wustl.edu/Staff/Taylor/manual/manual.htm 
 
Slavery in Missouri 
Free Negroes 
The Negro in the Civil War 
Reconstruction* 
Missouri Negroes in World War I, 1876-1914 
Missouri Negroes between the Two World Wars, 1914-1939 
Civil Rights, 1940-1970 
Some Outstanding Black Personalities 

https://law.wustl.edu/Staff/Taylor/manual/slavery.htm
https://law.wustl.edu/Staff/Taylor/manual/freenegr.htm
https://law.wustl.edu/Staff/Taylor/manual/civwar.htm
https://law.wustl.edu/Staff/Taylor/manual/reconstr.htm
https://law.wustl.edu/Staff/Taylor/manual/ww1.htm
https://law.wustl.edu/Staff/Taylor/manual/betwww.htm
https://law.wustl.edu/Staff/Taylor/manual/civrits.htm
https://law.wustl.edu/Staff/Taylor/manual/persons.htm


QUERY CONTACTS 
 

Contact information provided as submitted. 
We try to keep this list current. If you 
encounter defunct data, contact MAGIC 
(info@magickc.org) to see if further/current 
information about the submitter may be 
procured. 
 
Consecutive numerals below refer to 
footnote numbers in surname listing starting 
on page 9. 
 
1 prewas@gmail.com 
2 david.jackson@orderlypackrat.com 
3 rk5153@att.net 
4 Andre.Hill@kcpd.org 
5 marzgirl76@gmail.com 
6 cbirdinparadise@hotmail.com 
7 caw284@att.net 
8 rosalindbauchum@yahoo.com 
9 elewis.2@sbcglobal.net & 
        (816) 921-1225 
10 samzhvac@yahoo.com 
11 JTorre6216@aol.com 
12 caljr@live.com 
13 kyng12@yahoo.com 
14 wlkpaulette@gmail.com 
15 mykohlthegr8@gmail.com 
16 vja626@sbcglobal.net 
17 djones20@swbell.net 
18 legra17@att.net & 

LarryLester42@gmail.com 
19 glruri@swbell.net 
20 bobbienicholson@att.net 
21 RStevenson9@kc.rr.com 
22 bmj213@gmail.com 
23 rwalker23@hotmail.com 
24 rndb428927@aol.com 
25 austinchummy@gmail 
26 jbdewdrop@yahoo.com 
27 igke@sbcglobal.net 
28 florencehamilton19@yahoo.com 
29 akilahcherry@gmail.com 
30 msdoris1971@yahoo.com 
31 (816) 924-1417 

32 samawill@hotmail.com 
33 br1124@aol.com 
34 sheilasrx1@gmail.com 
35 cdj1250@yahoo.com &  
      scottdorsey5949@gmail.com 
36 vflowers03@gmail.com 
37 pld@kc.rr.com 
38 wconfiaren@yahoo.com 
39 peacein2thishouse@yahoo.com 
40 2jdavis@comcast.net 
41 hazerct@yahoo.com 
42 wandre120@gail.com 
43 mew66203@swbell.net 
44 gahuddleston@aol.com 
45 gloriajj731@gmail.com 
46 williamslindaj@hotmail.com 
47 audreay43@yahoo.com 
48 lidavislvs@gmail.com 
49 ajanigibson@sbcglobal.net 
50 YOUR E-MAIL COULD BE HERE! 
 

M.A.G.I.C. members! 
 
  Submit your genealogical queries, family 

and/or local history stories. 
 

Become a member 
 

Deadline for July-Sept issue is June 1 
 

david.jackson@orderlypackrat.com 
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SURNAMES, BY LOCATION 
Search by surname on page 9 

 
Alabama 

    Clowers 
    Collins 
    Crawford 
    Ellis 
    Gaunt/Gantt 
    Gilmore 
    Harris 
    Hayes 
Lee Co.    Hill 
    Daniels 
    Lewis 
    Marzett/Morissette 

    Simpkins 
    Wiggins 
 

Arkansas 
    Anderson 
    Bailey 
Pine Bluff, Jefferson Co.  Berry 
    Blair 
    Brooks 
    Byers 
    Caldwell 
    Carter 
    Craig 
    Davis 
Pine Bluff, Jefferson Co. Ellis 
    Evans 
    Ferguson 
    Gilmore 
    Hall 
    Hardin 
    Houston 
    Jones 
    Keller 
    Lee 
    Lester 
Blackwell, Conway Co.  McDaniel 
    McIntosh 
    McLeod 
    Mitchem 
Newport, Jackson Co.  Morris 
    Nash 
    Phifer 
    Reams 
    Rowell 

    Simpkins 
    Skinner 
    Slay 
    Smalls 
    Snowden 
    Stewart 
    Stitt 
    Walker 
    Ward 
Blackwell, Conway Co.  Washington 
    Webb 
    Williams 
 

Calgary Alberta Canada  
    Chaney 
    Frazier 
    Moore 
    Jones 
    Polk 
 

Delaware 
    Walker 
 

Edmonton Alberta Canada  
    Chaney 
    Moore 
    Jones 
    Polk 
 

Georgia 
    Adkins 
    Brooks 
    Caldwell 
    Clowers 
    Crawford 
    Ellis 
    Evans 
    Felts 
    Gilmore 
    Hall 
    Harris 
    Hicks 
    Jones 
    McClain 
    Sansing 
    Snowden 
    Walker 
    Webb 
    Wiggins 
 

14    GENERATIONS        April-June  2017 



Kansas 
    Byers 
    Davis 
Kansas City, Wyandotte Co. Ellis 
Kansas City, Wyandotte Co.  Grant 
    Hardin 
Kansas City, Wyandotte Co.  Houston 
Doniphan Co.   Jackson 
    Mitchem 
Fort Scott, Bourbon Co.  Morgan 
 

Kentucky 
    Craig 
    Keller 
Anderson Co.   Sharp 
    Slay 
 

Louisiana 
    Adkins 
    Allan 
    Brooks  
    Bussey 
    Caldwell 
    Clowers 
    Crawford 
    Dorsey 
    Ellington 
    Ellis 
    Evans 
    Gilmore 
    Glover 
    Hall 
    Harris 
    Hendricks 
    Jones 
Jackson Parish  Kidd 
    Nelson 
    Patenaude 
    Patterson 
    Reams 
    Snowden 
    Walker 
    Wiggins 
    Wright 
 

Maryland 
Charles Co.   Jackson 
 

Mississippi 
    Allen 

    Campbell 
    Clowers 
    Crawford 
    Ellis 
    Field 
    Gore 
    Graham 
    Hank 
    Harris 
    Johnson 
    Jones 
Sardis, Panola Co.  Jones 
Sardis, Panola Co.  Lester 
    Levison 
    Nash 
    Ramey 
    Ray 
    Rienzi 
    Stevenson 
    Wiggins 
    Williams 
 

Missouri 
Franklin Co.   Aitch 
St. Louis Co.   Aitch 
Chariton Co.   Akers 
Jackson Co.   Brookings 
St. Joseph, Buchanan Co.  Butler 
    Byers 
Jackson Co.   Carter 
    Davis 
Chariton Co.    Ellington 
Clay Co.   Gants 
Ray Co.   Giles 
    Hardin 
St. Joseph, Buchanan Co.    Jackson 
Franklin Co.   Jackson 
Holt Co.    Jackson 
Kansas City, Jackson Co. Jackson 
Bunceton, Cooper Co.  Jones 
    Leach 
    Lyles 
St. Joseph, Buchanan Co.  Madison 
Fulton, Callaway Co.  Mason 
Portland, Callaway Co.  Mason 
    McDonald 
    McIntosh 
    Mitchem 
St. Louis   Morris 
Franklin Co.   Pryor/Prior 
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    Hardin 
    Mason 
    McClain 
    Mitchem 
    Sanders 
    Sansing 
    Washington 
    Woody 
 

Tennessee 
    Anderson 
    Bethpage 
Hennings, Lauderdale Co  Bonds 
    Epps 
    Huddleston 
    Reed 
    White 
 

Texas 
    Brown 
    Bumpus 
Camp Co.   Carroll 
    Chaney 
Houston/Jefferson Co.  Cherry 
    Collins 
Camp Co.   Cradock 
    Craig 
    Edwards 
    Frazier 
    Hendricks 
Camp Co.   Hodge 
    Humphreys 
    Keller 
Houston/Jefferson Co.  Land 
    Malone 
    Mason 
    Meggs 
    Parker 
    Reed 
    Riley 
    Ross 
    Seymore 
    Slay 
Camp Co.   Spratt 
Camp Co.   Vinson 
Houston/Jefferson Co.  Winfield 
 

Virginia 
    Adkins 
Mecklenberg Co.  Aitch 

Holt Co.   Pryor/Prior 
Buchanan Co.   Sharp 
Holt Co.   Sharp 
Jackson Co.   Smalls 
Chariton Co.   Washington 
Jackson Co.    Williams 
Bunceton, Cooper Co.  Wright 
 

Nebraska 
    Levison 
 

North Carolina 
    Brooks 
    Bullock 
    Burton 
    Byers 
    Caldwell 
    Coley 
    Davis 
    Evans 
    Goodrem 
    Hall 
    Hardin 
    Harris 
    Jones 
    McKinney 
    Mitchem 
    Sansing 
    Sherard 
    Snowden 
    Webb 
 

Oklahoma 
    Banks 
    Bussey 
    Grayson 
    Mason 
    Rentie 
    Riley 
    Taylor 
    Vann 
 

Pennsylvania 
    Gaunt/Gantt 
 

South Carolina 
    Adkins 
    Byers 
    Davis 
    Ferguson 
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    Brown 
Westmoreland Co.  Gumby 
Spotsylvania Co.   Jackson 
Westmoreland Co.  Jackson 
    Johnson 
    Jones 
    Sansing 
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https://familysearch.org/african-american-genealogy 

Washington, D.C. 
    Brown 
    Johnson 
 

West Virginia 
Kanawha Co.   Jackson 
Kanawha Co.   Pryor 

http://www.cyndislist.com/african-american/ 



Thank you to Dolores Rush for sharing this fantastic website: 
 

Website creator, Matt Parker, said, “This page includes highlights of the 
numerous individuals, places and events in African American Civil War History, as well 
numerous links to additional African American history, heritage, achievements 
and accomplishments, with photographs and pictures, and additional resources and 
material.” Essays are thought-provoking. The LINKS to other data can keep you busy 
for weeks...months...maybe, years? And, its only 1 page in hundreds about the Civil 
War! Congratulations and thank you Matt Parker ! 

http://www.thomaslegion.net/africanamericansandamericancivilwarhistory.html 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Images courtesy 
thomaslegion.net 

18 GENERATIONS       April-June  2017 

African Americans and American Civil War History  
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https://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/education/aahi/
beforedredscott/online_supplements 

 
One of MANY websites featuring African American history 

and research in Missouri. 
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 Longtime local historian and former 
newspaper columnist Joelouis Mattox was 
found dead inside his southeast Kansas City 
home earlier this week. 
 Mattox spent his life researching, 
writing and lecturing about the contributions 
of African-Americans in Kansas City and 
throughout the region. Since the early 1990s, 
Mattox was an independent scholar and 
volunteer at the Bruce R. Watkins Cultural 
Heritage Center and State Museum in Kansas 
City. 
 “It is a loss and a wonderful loss for 
the world of history and especially Kansas 
City history,” said Wilhelmina Stewart, board 
chairwoman of the Watkins Center. “Mr. 
Mattox was a fantastic gentleman, and his 
passing is a shock and a hurting 
disappointment. He was such a wonderful 
person.” 
 Mattox grew up in a three-room 
house that he shared with his mother in the 
“colored” section of Caruthersville, Mo. He 
earned money as a teenager picking cotton. 
He later attended Lincoln University in 
Jefferson City, where he studied history and 
government, according to a 2015 profile in 
the Topeka Capital-Journal. 
 Moving to Kansas City, Mattox 
worked for the Land Clearance for 
Redevelopment Authority and was the first 
black member of the Jaycees of 
Independence, Mattox told the Capital-
Journal. 
 He also was a member of the Phi Beta 
Sigma fraternity. 
 Mattox was the keeper of records — a 
walking history book — filled with details 
about the African-American involvement in 
the Civil War and beyond in Missouri and 
Kansas. He was frequently was called upon to 
speak to historical groups, public libraries 
and school children about the Missouri and 
Kansas African-American historical 
experience, even lending his knowledge to 
authors attempting to document the black 
and Native American role in the story of the 
Midwest. 

 “He was a treasure to this community, 
to Kansas City,” said former Kansas City 
Councilwoman Sharon Sanders Brooks. “He 
served on the Historic Preservation Committee 
for years. He worked with the Black Archives 
for years. He was active in the NAACP for 
years. He did workshops for the Kansas City 
Public Library.” 
 Mattox began working at the Watkins 
Center following a career as a public housing 
official. He was a freelance writer who 
specialized in African-American topics. Mattox 
served on the board of directors of the Historic 
Kansas City Foundation and was also a 
historian for the Midwest Afro-American 
Genealogical Interest Coalition, a volunteer at 
the Battle of Westport Visitor Center and 
Museum, and was recognized as a “Living 
Historian.” 
 Mattox’s experience as an 
administrator in public housing led to his 
support of public schools and the Kansas City 
school district. At times, he gathered 
community leaders and thinkers together — 
often at the southeast library branch — to 
encourage new ideas to help parents with their 
children’s education. 
 “We build libraries for, and because of, 
people like Joe Louis Mattox,” said R. Crosby 
Kemper III, executive director of the Kansas 
City Public Library. 
 In recent years, Mattox championed 
and sought to raise awareness about the 
contributions of African-Americans who 
fought in World War I, including Wayne 
Miner of Kansas City, who died on the last day 
of the war. Mattox was a historian for 
American Legion Wayne Miner Post 149. 
 “He had a genial, pleasant and even 
sometimes joyful personality,” Kemper said. 
“He was easy to be around, and he was 
everybody’s friend. He got deeply into the 
darker parts of our history but always with the 
point of inspiring us to do better and be 
better.” 
 
The Star’s Joe Robertson and Mara’ Rose Williams 
contributed to this report. 
Glenn E. Rice: 816-234-4341, @GRicekcstar 
Matt Campbell: 816-234-4902, @MattCampbellKC 

KC’s Joelouis Mattox remembered for his passion 
for local history, teaching others 

By Glenn E. Rice and Matt Campbell  
http://www.kansascity.com/news/local/article139943548.html 

http://www.kansascity.com/news/local/article134779824.html
http://www.kansascity.com/news/local/article134779824.html
http://www.kansascity.com/news/local/article107823992.html
http://www.kansascity.com/news/local/article107823992.html
tel:816-234-4341
https://twitter.com/GRicekcstar
tel:816-234-4902
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 Joelouis Mattox, one of Kansas 
City's most prolific and recognized 
historians, was found dead of natural causes 
Tuesday morning at his home, according to 
friends and colleagues. He was 79. 
 Mattox held the title of historian for 
many local agencies and organizations, 
including Kansas City's Historic 
Preservation Commission and the Bruce R. 
Watkins Cultural Heritage Center. He wrote 
and spoke frequently about Kansas City's 
history, as well as local and national 
African-American history. 
 "He loved history," said Anita 
Russell, who served with Mattox on the 
executive committee of the Kansas City, 
Missouri, branch of the NAACP and 
considered him a friend. "He was always 
looking at a way to put historical buildings 
on the national registry." 
 Though famed for his knowledge of 
Kansas City, Mattox grew up in 
Arkansas. He sometimes talked about 
his parents -- his mother was a 
"domestic" and his father cut the hair of 
white men in a segregated barbershop. 
In 1957, he enrolled in Lincoln 
University in Jefferson City, Missouri, 
to study history and government. 
 According to a 2015 story in the 
Topeka Capital-Journal, Mattox was 
the first African-American member of 
the Jaycees of Independence, Missouri, 
and the first African-American certified 
property manager in Kansas City. 
 For many years, Mattox was 
also part of a group that had been 
meeting at the Bluford branch of the 
Kansas City Public Library to discuss 
current events. Russell says he loved to 
talk. 
 "Whenever he called you, you 
needed to have at least an hour," 
Russell said. 
 As recently as last 

month, Mattox appeared on 
KCUR's Central Standard to tell the story 
of Westport's Steptoe neighborhood, where 
many former slaves purchased homes and 
started new lives. He spoke at numerous 
Kansas City Public Library events, 
including presentations on the glory days of 
Prospect Avenue, the city's segregated past 
and a light-hearted 2015 look at "great 
places with bad reputations." 
 "He loved to preserve history," 
Russell said. "He believed in telling the 
story. He was just a very pleasant person 
that will really be missed." 
 
Brian Ellison is a contributor and host of 
KCUR's political podcast Statehouse Blend 
Missouri. You can reach him 
at brian@kcur.org or on  
Twitter, @ptsbrian. Elle Moxley covers 
Missouri schools and politics for KCUR. 
You can reach her on Twitter @ellemoxley. 

Kansas City Historian Joe Mattox Dies 
By BRIAN ELLISON & ELLE MOXLEY • MAR 21, 2017  

http://kcur.org/post/kansas-city-historian-joelouis-mattox-dies#stream/0 

http://kcur.org/post/kcs-steptoe-neighborhood-remembering-gilbert-guerrero#stream/0
http://kcur.org/post/kcs-steptoe-neighborhood-remembering-gilbert-guerrero#stream/0
http://kcur.org/programs/statehouse-blend-missouri
http://kcur.org/programs/statehouse-blend-missouri
mailto:brian@kcur.org?subject=Benny%20Lee%20interview%20-%20kcur.org
http://twitter.com/ptsbrian
http://www.twitter.com/ellemoxley
http://kcur.org/people/brian-ellison
http://kcur.org/people/elle-moxley
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 Whether absorbed in solitary 
research or standing at a podium, 
enlightening a roomful of listeners on some 
aspect of local African-American history, 
Joelouis Mattox was a familiar -- and 
eternally welcome – face at the Kansas City 
Public Library. 
 He was both patron and provider, 
speaking to audiences about Lincoln High 
School and the black enclave of once-
segregated Swope Park known as 
Watermelon Hill. He recalled the battlefield 
valor of the Buffalo Soldiers and the 
singular sacrifice of Wayne Miner, the 
Army private who cruelly fell in France just 
hours before the end of World War I. 
  Last July, in what would be his last Library 
lecture, Mattox walked a crowd of 55 at the 
Southeast Branch through Kansas City’s 

“gloomy years,” the nearly four-decade 
period of the 1900s when bigotry and 
discrimination were accepted and even 
enforced. To know was to learn. 
 Mattox died this week at his home in 
southeast KC, a loss felt not only at the 
Library and in the African-American 
community but throughout the city and 
across cultural lines. He was, as former 
Kansas City Councilwoman Sharon Sanders 
Brooks told The Kansas City Star, “a 
treasure.” 
 Mattox had lived the gloomy years, 
growing up in segregated Caruthersville in 
southeast Missouri in the 1940s and ’50s. He 
toiled in the cotton fields when he was a 
teen, and also worked as a bus boy and short 
order cook at the Top Hat Café on 
Caruthersville’s Main Street. 

An Appreciation: Joelouis Mattox 
By: Steve Wieberg, Writer/Copy Editor, Kansas City Public Library  
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 There, in October 1953, came what 
he called “a moment that set the direction of 
my life.” Mattox helped serve breakfast to 
the visiting Harry S. Truman, who advised 
the then-16-year-old to finish high school 
and attend Lincoln University in Jefferson 
City. 
 Mattox did, studying history and 
government at Lincoln, serving as a student 
council officer and fraternity leader and 
twice making Who’s Who Among Students 
in Colleges and Universities. He went from 
school to service in the U.S. Army Signal 
Corps in Germany, and joined his mother in 
Kansas City upon his discharge in 1966. 
 He would spend more than three 
decades working in community 
development, housing management, and 
historic preservation (as a relocation 
specialist with the urban renewal 
agency in Independence, he once 
helped relocate Truman’s maid). 
 History remained his calling. 
Exhuming it. Preserving it. Preaching 
it. 
 Mattox was a volunteer 
scholar and historian at the Bruce R. 
Watkins Cultural Heritage Center, 
historian for the city’s Historic 
Preservation Commission, historian 
of the American Legion’s Wayne 
Miner Post 149, and the William D. 
Matthews Scholar at the Battle of 
Westport Visitor Center and Museum 
in Swope Park. He made himself a 
local authority on the Steptoe 
neighborhood between Westport and 
the Plaza, where freed slaves once 
settled. And he was active in the 
Historic Kansas City Foundation and 
the Midwest Afro-American  
Genealogical 
Interest Coalition. 
 He became a Library fixture, 
regularly frequenting the Southeast 
Branch near his home and speaking 
there, at the L. H. Bluford and Plaza 
branches and at the downtown 
Central Library. “We build libraries 

for, and because of, people like Joelouis 
Mattox,” Director Crosby Kemper III said. 
 The Jackson County Historical Society 
gave Mattox its Cultural Heritage Award in 
2007. A year later, he received the federal 
President’s Volunteer Service Award. And in 
2014, Kansas City’s Human Relations 
Department honored him with its Martin 
Luther King Jr. Spirit of Unity Award. 
 Mattox considered his namesake, 
former boxing champion Joe Louis, a hero. As 
did many. Louis dominated the heavyweight 
division for nearly 12 years in the 1930s and 
’40s, always maintaining what The New York 
Times called “a simple dignity.” 
 Mattox wore the name well. 
 

http://www.kclibrary.org/blog/library
-life/appreciation-joelouis-mattox 



 For at least the last three years, Joelouis Mattox has been asking for MAGIC members to 
assemble data about their World War I ancestors’ to share with Kansas City’s National World War 
I Museum at Liberty Memorial. It’s time to ACT! 
 The 100th Anniversary Commemoration of American’s participation in World War I 
(1917-1919) is underway. It’s not too late. Start by enjoying an online exhibit titled, “Make Way 
for Democracy!” 
 “In an era of federal segregation, the national call as “champions of the rights of mankind” 
rang hollow. Many African Americans saw the war as an opportunity to redefine their U.S. 
citizenship and improve social, political and economic conditions. Created in partnership with the 
Google Cultural Institute, Make Way for Democracy! portrays the lives of African Americans 
during the war through a series of rare images, documents and objects.” 
theworldwar.org/explore/exhibitions/online-exhibitions/make-way-democracy 
 The Museum, a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, has been adding to its world-class 
collection since 1920. It continues to actively collect objects and documents from all the 
belligerent countries in World War I, as well as historical materials relating to the Liberty 
Memorial, which is a National Historic Landmark and Congressionally-recognized memorial. 
 Specifically, the Museum is seeking African American, Hispanic, and Native American 
materials connected to World War I. Assemble their name/s; service data; genealogical 
information; records; photos; etc., and contact one of the professionals below to explore the 
possibilities of archiving for posterity your ancestor/s contributions to WWI: 
 
Three-Dimensional Objects  Two-Dimensional Objects (Photographs, letters, etc.) 
Senior Curator Doran Cart  Archivist Jonathan Casey 
816.888.8120    816.888.8121 
dcart@theworldwar.org  jcasey@theworldwar.org 

To Share Your World War I Ancestors’ stories! 

mailto:dcart@theworldwar.org
mailto:jcasey@theworldwar.org

