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In my book, Born a Slave: 
Rediscovering Arthur Jackson’s African 
American Heritage (orderlypackrat.com/s/
books.pdf), I assembled a thorough analysis 
of slave naming conventions as I began to 
understand better the ‘new’ life my great 
great grandfather faced after Emancipation. 
Consult Born a Slave for a fully-sourced 
edition of this abstract: 

“Slaves’ first names were generally 
assigned by their parents, who almost always 
named children after their own, known 
kin…. Sometimes slave mothers “would ask 
the white folks to assist in the selection. On 
the other hand, negro mammies occasionally 
named white babies.” African Americans 
have a strong matriarchic culture. 

Slave Naming Conventions 
by David W. Jackson 

 
 “When it comes to surnames, 
however, many researchers tracing African 
lineage in America find confusing, 
seeming unfathomable, and sometimes 
impossible naming patterns. This is 
because former slaves at the time of 
Emancipation had the freedom to adopt, 
assume, or randomly pick their preferred 
surname (and some used multiple 
surnames depending on circumstances). 
‘Even before Emancipation, many 
enslaved black people chose their own 
surnames to establish their identities.’ 
 “A main consideration in all the 
possible options is not to assume that slave 
families were created, or remained nuclear. 
That is, they did not always cohabitate in a 
traditional social unit, or even on the same 
farm/plantation. Extensive kinship 
networks and the development of ‘near 
neighbors’ was known—to the extent 
possible—by slaves communities, some 
close-by, others more distant. 
 “A high percentage of children 
were separated from their parents in 
childhood due to the slave trade…. 

 “But, consider a slave mother who was 
afforded the opportunity to live with and raise—
individually or communally—her own children. 
The biological father(s) of her child(ren) may 
have been owned and/or lived on nearby farm
(s)/plantation(s). These relationships were 
sometimes called “abroad marriages….” This 
would also mean that unrelated males with 
whom she did cohabitate may or may not have 
been biologically related to the children with 
whom he lived…and he was likely the 
biological ancestor of children on other farm(s)/
plantation(s). 
 “One [former Missouri slave when 
questioned on the subject of marriage] said that 
he and his wife liked one another, and as they 
both belonged to the same master they ‘took up’  
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or ‘simply lived together,’ and that 
arrangement was the custom and nothing 
was said.” Another former slave, “stated 
that his parents belonged to different 
persons, and by the consent of both, were 
married by the squire…. The slave 
marriage was never recognized by the law, 
consequently a statue was passed in 1865 
required a legal marriage of all former 
slaves in the State [of Missouri]….”  
 “Children born by slaves became the 
property of the mother’s master, and might 
likely carry her surname…oftentimes the 
name of the mother’s master… 
 “All of this would mean that the 
biological father(s) and mother(s) of slave 
children quite likely had different 
surnames. So, which surname, if either, 
might the children grow up to assume and 
introduce to the free world as their own?  
 “There existed as many possibilities as 

there were individuals facing this decision. 
‘There was a lot more consciousness and pride 
in American history among African Americans 
and enslaved African Americans than a lot of 
people give them credit for. They had a very 
strong sense of politics and history,’ says Adam 
Goodheart, a professor at Washington College. 
 “A fair percentage of former slaves ‘felt 
proud of the family whom they had served and 
spoke of them as ‘my white folks.’’ One former 
slaveholder alluded to the fact that many 
“Missouri slave holders were not such through 
choice. They inherited their negroes and felt 
duty bound to keep them.” 
 “Some African slaves may have been 
biologically related to their white masters, too. 
Without excuse or judgment, the obvious 
explanation for this interbreeding was likely the 
result of rape. One can only fathom the infinite, 
complex and sometimes intimate relationships 
between these ancestors. 

 “For personal reasons, 
slaves may well have chosen the 
surname of their beloved master, 
‘to perpetuate the fine old 
name.’ Conversely, ‘slaves 
would take the name of someone 
besides their owner, if they did 
not like him.’ 
          “Dr. Dorothy Witherspoon 
in her book, Researching Slave 
Ancestry, added that slaves 
sometimes kept the surname of 
their long-time slave owning 
family, the surname of their 
earliest-known ancestor, or the 
surname of their original master, 
so that they might have the 
promise of one day re-
connecting with separated family 
members. 
 “A slave that had been 
sold or otherwise removed from 
his or her biological/natural 
family, may have assumed the 
new slave master’s surname . . . 
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and may possibly have re-claimed after 
emancipation his or her original master’s 
surname. But, it is an oversimplification that 
most enslaved blacks bore the last name of 
their master. ‘Only a handful of George 
Washington's [124] slaves did, for example, 
and he recorded most as having just a first 
name, says Mary Thompson, Mount Vernon 
historian’ 
 “If a slave ran away, it is logical he or 
she may have chosen a fictitious name so as 
to assume a new identity to try and avoid 
being discovered. 
 “Name reversals were another 
possibility (ex. “Johnson Alfred” becoming 
“Alfred Johnson”). 
 “If a slave mother later re-married, she 
likely, as with most married women, took 
the name of her new husband. Her children, 
once emancipated, may have retained her 
maiden name, or the surname of their 
biological/natural father. 
 “A differing opinion worth considering 
is that slaves, ‘did not usually take the 
surname of their most recent owner but 
sometimes took the given name of their 
father . . . of an earlier owner, a prominent 
local citizen, or a prominent American (such 
as Washington or Lincoln). For this reason, 
it is usually not profitable to try to match 
black surnames with those of plantation 
masters. One should try instead to trace a 
freed slave to his or her mother. The slave 
mothers' owner usually had a different 
surname than the freedman.’ 
 “While a statistic showing how many 
slaves or freedmen and women may have 
taken their mother’s slave owner’s surname 
has not been found, out of 20 respondents 
quoting 65 enslaved ancestors, 57% took the 
name of the most recent slave owner; 26.1% 
took the name of a previous slave owner; 
and, 16.9% had a surname of unknown 
origin.’ 
 “To compound all of this is the problem 
of surname usage, spelling, pronunciation, 
and reporting necessitating researching all 

possible variations of the surname’s spelling. 
 “While being cognizant of the above 
complexities, ascertaining the name(s) of a 
slave ancestor may not end up being so 
profound or unreal. ‘Most slaves seem to have 
had surnames they knew and were known by 
among other slaves. When you read former 
slaves’ narratives, you really get a sense that 
the slaves had coherent family structures, 
surnames and all.’ This was especially the case 
on large-scale plantations where there was less 
close communications and living arrangements 
with owners; where absentee ownership may 
have existed; or, where multi-generational slave 
communities had formed and surname usage 
was encouraged for continuity.” 
 

David W. Jackson is MAGIC’s secretary, 
webmaster, and Generations editor. He is 
archivist for The Orderly Pack Rat, which 
he founded in 1996. For 20+ years he served 
as archivist for Unity School of Christianity 
and the Jackson County Historical Society. 
He is author/publisher of numerous books, 
and speaks and writes for newspapers on 
local Kansas City-area history. 
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http://www.dar.org/national-society/genealogy/minority-research 

More Websites Come Online 
For African American Genealogy 

On pinterest.com (search for “slaves”); courtesy Dolores Rush 



July-September 2017        GENERATIONS       7  

 

 Joelouis Mattox was born on 
October 16, 1937, in Osceola, Arkansas, 
and named after Joe Louis, one of the great 
heavy weight boxing champions of the 
world. Joe [died] on March 20, 2017. 
 Joe grew up poor during the 1950’s 
in Caruthersville, Missouri, and picked 
cotton while a student at a segregated 
school. He aspired to honor his 
grandmother’s [Ms. Susie Ray of Jackson, 
Mississippi] advice to “be somebody.”  
 Joe made Kansas City, Missouri his 
home since 1965. He majored in History 
and Government at Lincoln University in 
Jefferson City, Missouri, and served in the 
United States Army Signal Corps, 3rd 
Armored Calvary in Germany. He received 
an Honorable Discharge in 1965. He has 
traveled throughout Europe and Africa. 
 Joe was a retired Public Housing 
Official, holding top level positions at two 
urban renewal agencies and public housing 
authorities in Kansas City, Missouri and 
Muskegon Heights, Michigan. He was 
Director of the first Direct Housing 
Allowance Program in the United States 
that evolved into the current HUD Section 
8 Program. 

 Passionate about history and writing, Joe 
was a freelance Writer with numerous articles 
published in the Kansas City Call, the Kansas 
City Globe, and the Kansas City Star, as well as 
many professional journals and magazines. His 
research and articles covered a multitude of 
topics relating to the history and current 
experiences of African American locally and 
globally. He was a recognized Historian on 
subjects including: the Louisiana Purchase, the 
Civil War and World War I. As an Independent 
Scholar, he served at the Bruce R. Watkins 
Cultural Heritage Center, the Battle of Westport 
Center, and the Black Archives of Mid-
America. He was the Historian for the Historic 
Preservation Commission in the administration 
of five mayors, the Kansas City Historic 
Preservation Commission, and the American 
Legion Wayne Miner Post 149. 
 Joe’s belief that there was strength in 
groups was evidenced by his membership, at the 
St. John AME Church, American Legion Post 
149, Life Member of the NAACP, and Phi Beta 
Fraternity, Inc. His professional affiliations 
included: the Jackson County Historical 
Society, the State Historical Society of Missouri 
Speakers’ Bureau, the Greater Kansas City 
Black History Study Group, Civil War 
Roundtable of Kansas City, and MAGIC, an 
African American genealogy organization in 
Kansas City. Joe received many honors and 
awards for his work, including the White House 
Gold Award from the President’s Council on 
Service and Civic Participation. At the time of 
his passing, he was collaborating on a play 
about the life of Wayne Miner, a black soldier 
killed on the last day of World War I. 
 Not only did Joe Mattox live out his 
grandmother’s advice to, “be somebody”, 
through his service, he recruited and mentored 
others to serve as contributing members of 
society. 
 Joe was inurned at Leavenworth 
National Cemetery. 

Joelouis Mattox 
The Last Word 

memorialsolutions.com/memsol.cgi?user_id=1943872 
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 This guest column by Joelouis 
Mattox, who died this week, originally ran 
on March 30, 2015. 
 March is National Woman’s History 
Month. I dedicate this article to Lucile H. 
Bluford, late of Kansas City. Bluford 
encountered state-sponsored racism when 
she was denied admission to the University 
of Missouri School of Journalism in 1939. 
She overcame the denial and today is known 
as an early fighter for civil rights and a 
distinguished newspaper editor. The 
Bluford Branch of the Kansas City Public 
Library is named for her. 
 I am a dark-skinned man, in my 70s, 
who grew up in cotton-picking country 
during the 1940s and 1950s. I know much 
about racism and racists 
My grandmother, late of Mississippi, and 
my elders, late of southeast Missouri, told 
me stories about slavery and instructed me 
to obey Jim Crow laws and why I should do 
so. 
 I remember the times when African 
Americans were not permitted to walk 
through the front doors of white 
establishments, such as hotels, movie 
theaters and restaurants. More importantly, 
in many states, blacks were kept from voting 
by illegal voter registration laws. 
How does one overcome racism and gain 
the respect of racists? My high school 
teachers, at a segregated school, advised me 
to become somebody in the line of great 
black men. Such heroes as the soldiers who 
fought in the Civil War, World War I and 
World War II, the founders of Lincoln 
University-Jefferson City, George 
Washington Carver and my namesake, Joe 
Louis. 
 Since the historic march in Selma, 
Ala., 50 years ago, have African Americans 
overcome the legacies of Jim Crow and 
reached the Promised Land that Martin 
Luther King, Jr. spoke of? The answer is 
about half the population of black America 
has made it over. 
 However, racism, as seen in recent 

incidents of police brutality, racial profiling 
and voter suppression, is much the same on 
each “side of the mountain.” 
 The NAACP has a branch in Kansas 
City and two branches in Johnson County, a 
land of white progressives. Across the country, 
the fathers and grandfathers of outstanding 
black athletes face racial profiling, joblessness 
and are treated with little respect by white 
community leaders. The men often claim 
racism is the blame. 
 How do you overcome racism? Buy 
from black-owned businesses. Join and 
donate time and money to black institutions 
and organizations. Vote for and support like-
minded people who stand up and fight for 
equality, fairness, justice, righteousness and 
human rights. Keep your cool when you meet 
racists at ball games, in hospitals, in law 
enforcement, in stores and in the workplace. 
 Keep a level head when you hear 
racists on the radio and television. Just as 
important, if you’re African American, become 
a banker, doctor, educator, entrepreneur, 
lawmaker, writer or a community organizer. 
These professions can help black communities 
overcome racism. 
 Racial equality is not where it should 
be in Kansas City, but it is much improved 
from the 1960s when Troost Avenue divided 
the city into “The Black Side” and “The White 
Side.” 
 I have traveled in Africa and Europe. 
Racism is worldwide. But racism in the United 
States of America conflicts with our country’s 
lofty ideals and values. It stains our nation’s 
image around the world and diminishes the 
United States as the greatest place on earth to 
live. 
 For these reasons, black and white 
people must work together tirelessly to make 
this nation “The Home of the Brave and Land 
of the Free” for all classes, races and religions. 
 
 
http://www.kansascity.com/opinion/readers-
opinion/guest-commentary/article140077118.html 

Kansas City black historian Joelouis Mattox on overcoming racism 

http://www.kansascity.com/news/local/article139943548.html
http://www.kclibrary.org/bluford
http://www.kclibrary.org/bluford
http://www.kclibrary.org/bluford
http://naacpkcmo.org/
http://naacpkcmo.org/
http://www.jcnaacp.org/


AFRICAN AMERICAN  
SURNAMES & LOCATIONS 

Footnote number refers to  
contact/submitter on page 8 

 
Adkins—LA49 

Adkins—GA49 
Adkins—SC49 
Adkins—VA49 
Aitch—Franklin & St. Louis Co., MO25 
Aitch—Mecklenberg Co., VA25 
Akers—Chariton Co., MO

25
 

Allan—LA10 

Allen—MS20 

Anderson—TN44 
Anderson—AR44 
Bailey—AR3 
Bailey—Cherryvale, Montgomery Co., KS34 
Banks—OK6 
Berry—Pine Bluff, AR14 

Berry—IL53 
Berry—IN53 
Berry—KS53 

Berry—LA53 
Berry—MS53 
Berry—MO53 
Bethpage—TN4 
Blair—AR18, 41 
Bonds—Hennings, Lauderdale Co., TN29 
Bonds—Kansas City, Jackson Co., MO29 
Brookings—Jackson Co., MO3 
Brooks—AR45 

Brooks—NC45 
Brooks—GA45 
Brooks—LA45 

Brown—Guthrie, OK51 
Brown—TX3 

Brown—Mexia Co., TX51 
Brown—VA22 & 51 
Brown—Washington, D.C.22 
Bullock—NC47 
Bumpus—TX3 
Burton—NC47 
Bussey—LA30 
Bussey—OK30 
Butler—St. Joseph, Buchanan Co., MO32 
Byers—NC40 
Byers—SC

40
 

Byers—AR40 
Byers—KS40 
Byers—MO40 

Caldwell—AR45 
Caldwell—AR45 
Caldwell—AR45 
Caldwell—AR45 
Campbell—MS6 
Carroll—Camp Co., TX8 
Carter—AR18 

Carter46 

Carter—Hennings, Lauderdale Co., TN29 
Carter—Jackson Co., MO29 
Chaney—Calgary, Alberta, Canada3 
Chaney—Edmonton, Alberta, Canada3 
Chaney—TX3 
Cherry—Houston/Jefferson Co., TX29 
Clowers—GA26 
Clowers—AL26 

Clowers—MS26 

Clowers—LA26 

Coley—NC47 
Collins—AL41 

Collins—TX41 

Cradock—Camp Co., TX8 
Craig—KY38 
Craig—AR38 
Craig—TX38 
Crawford—GA

26 

Crawford—AL26 
Crawford—MS26 
Crawford—LA26 
Daniels —AL5 

Davis—NC40 
Davis—SC40 
Davis—AR40 
Davis—KS40 
Davis—MO40 

CONNECT 
THROUGH 
QUERIES 
Search by surname below,  

or location, separately on page 13 
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Dixon—-Howard & Hempstead Co., AR52 
Dorsey—LA35 
Duffel—Kansas City, Wyandotte Co., KS37 
Duffel—Kansas City, Jackson Co., MO37 
Durham—MS39 
Durham—AR39 
Durham—Kansas City, Jackson Co., MO39 
Edwards—TX3 
Ellington—Chariton Co., MO1 

Ellington—LA30 
Ellis—AL26 

Ellis—SW, AR & Pine Bluff, AR
49

 
Ellis—GA26 

Ellis—KS49 
Ellis—MS26 
Ellis—LA26 
Epps—MS39 

Epps—TN44 
Epps—AR39 
Epps—Kansas City, Jackson Co., MO39 
Evans—AR45 
Evans—NC45 
Evans—GA45 
Evans—LA45 
Felts—GA48 
Ferguson—AR18 
Ferguson—SC18 
Field—MS17 
Frazier—Calgary, Alberta, Canada3 
Frazier—TX3 

Gaaunt/Gantt—AL24 
Gaaunt/Gantt—PA24 
Gants—Pleasant Hill, Clay Co., MO14 

Gibson—SW, AR *& Prairie Co., AR49 
Giles—Richmond, Ray Co., MO19 

Gilmore—AL49 
Gilmore—AR49 
Gilmore—GA49 
Gilmore—LA49 
Glover—AL5 

Goodrem—NC
43

 
Gore—MS6 
Graham—MS27 
Grant—Kansas City, Wyandotte Co., KS30 
Grayson—OK6 
Gumby—Westmoreland Co., VA8 

Hall—AR45 
Hall—NC45 
Hall—GA45 
Hall—LA45 

Hank—MS17 
Hardin—NC40 
Hardin—SC40 
Hardin—AR40 
Hardin—KS40 
Hardin—MO40 
Harris—NC47 
Harris—AL26 
Harris—GA26 
Harris—MS26 
Harris—LA15 & 26 

Hawkins—IL
53

 
Hawkins—IN53 
Hawkins—KS53 

Hawkins—LA53 
Hawkins—MS53 
Hawkins—MO53 
Hayes—AL5 
Hendricks—LA7 
Hendricks—TX7 

Hicks—GA48 

Hill—-Howard & Hempstead Co., AR52 
Hill—Lee Co., AL4 
Hodge—Camp Co., TX8 
Hooker—MS39 
Hooker—AR39 
Hooker—Kansas City, Jackson Co., MO39 
Houston—Kansas City, Wyandotte Co., KS32 
Houston—AR32 
Huddleston—TN44 
Humphreys—TX43 
Jackson—St. Joseph, Buchanan Co., MO31 
Jackson—Doniphan Co., KS2 

Jackson—Franklin Co., MO2 

Jackson—Holt Co., MO2 

Jackson—Kansas City, Jackson Co., MO2 

Jackson—Kanawha Co., W/VA2 

Jackson—Charles Co., MD2 

Jackson—Spotsylvania Co., VA2 

Jackson—Westmoreland Co., VA2 

Johnson—MS
4
 

Johnson—VA22 
Johnson—Washington, D.C.22 
Jones—AR18, 45 
Jones—NC45 
Jones—GA45 
Jones—LA45 
Jones—Bunceton, Cooper Co., MO28 
Jones—Calgary, Alberta, Canada3 
Jones—Edmonton, Alberta, Canada3 
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Jones—VA17 

Jones—MS17 

Jones—Sardis, MS18 
Kidd—Jackson Parish, LA5 

Keller—KY38 
Keller—AR38 
Keller—TX38 
Land—Houston/Jefferson Co., TX29 
Leach—MO3 
Lee—AR41 
Lester—AR18 
Lester—Sardis, MS18 
Levison—MS

24
 

Levison—NE24 
Lewis—AL11 
Lewis—AR11 
Lyles—MO3 
Madison—St. Joseph, Buchanan Co., MO31 
Malone—TX13 
Marzett/Morissette —AL5 
Mason—SC9 
Mason—Fulton/Portland, Callaway Co, MO19 
Mason—OK36 
Mason—TX36 
McClain—GA24 
McClain—SC24 
McDaniel—Blackwell, Conway Co., AR23 
McDonald—MO3 

McIntosh—AR8 
McIntosh—MO33 
McKinney—NC47 
McLeod—AR18 
Meggs—TX3 
Mitchem—NC40 
Mitchem—SC40 
Mitchem—AR40 
Mitchem—KS40 
Mitchem—MO40 
Moore—Calgary, Alberta, Canada3 
Moore—Edmonton, Alberta, Canada3 
Morgan—Fort Scott, Bourbon Co., KS19 
Morris—Newport, Jackson Co., AR

23 

Morris—St. Louis, MO23 
Nash—AR20 
Nash—MS20 
Nelson—LA16 
Owens—Mexia Co., TX51 
Owens—VA51 

Owens—Guthrie, OK51 
Parker—TX3 
Patenande—LA24 

Patterson—LA24 
Phifer—AR3 
Polk—Calgary Alberta Canada3 
Polk—Edmonton Alberta Canada3 

Pryor/Prior—Franklin Co., MO2 
Pryor/Prior—Holt Co., MO2 

Pryor/Prior—Kanawha Co., W/VA2 
Ramey—MS17 
Ray—MS6 

Ray—AR6 
Reams—LA42 

Reams—AR42 
Redding—Keyetsville, MO

51
 

Redding—KY51 
Reed—TN43 
Reed—TX3 
Rentie/Renty—OK6 
Rienzi—MS4 

Riley—OK36 
Riley—TX36 
Ross—TX3 
Rowell—AR41 
Sanders—SC9 
Sansing—GA49 

Sansing—IL53 
Sansing—IN53 
Sansing—KS53 

Sansing—LA53 
Sansing—MS53 
Sansing—MO53 
Sansing—NC49 
Sansing—SC49 
Sansing—VA49 
Seymore—TX3 

Sharp—Anderson Co., KY2 
Sharp—Buchanan Co., MO2 
Sharp—Holt Co., MO2 
Sherard—NC47 
Sidney46 

Simpkins—AL11 

Simpkins—AR11 
Skinner—AR

3
 

Slay—KY38 

Slay—AR38 
Slay—TX38 
Smalls—AR12 
Smalls—Jackson Co., MO12 
Snowden—AR45 
Snowden—NC45 
Snowden—GA45 
Snowden—LA45 
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Spratt—Camp Co., TX8 
Stevenson—MS21 

Stewart—AR3 
Stitt—AR3 
Tate46 

Taylor—OK6 

Taylor—Kansas City, Wyandotte Co., KS37 
Tinsey—GA48 
Tollette—-Howard & Hempstead Co., AR52 
Vann—OK7 
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Share your 
personal 

and family 
images with 
MAGIC for 

their  
website and  

This image WAS for 
sale on Ebay and was 

identified as the  
Black Kansas City 

Saddle Club. 

African American Family  
History Research @  

Missouri State Archives 
https://law.wustl.edu/Staff/
Taylor/family/fampamp.htm 
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QUERY CONTACTS 
 

Contact information provided as submitted. 
We try to keep this list current. If you 
encounter defunct data, contact MAGIC 
(info@magickc.org) to see if further/current 
information about the submitter may be 
procured. 
 
Consecutive numerals below refer to 
footnote numbers in surname listing starting 
on page 9. 
 
1 prewas@gmail.com 
2 david.jackson@orderlypackrat.com 
3 rk5153@att.net 
4 Andre.Hill@kcpd.org 
5 marzgirl76@gmail.com 
6 cbirdinparadise@hotmail.com 
7 caw284@att.net 
8 rosalindbauchum@yahoo.com 
9 elewis.2@sbcglobal.net & 
        (816) 921-1225 
10 samzhvac@yahoo.com 
11 JTorre6216@aol.com 
12 caljr@live.com 
13 kyng12@yahoo.com 
14 wlkpaulette@gmail.com 
15 mykohlthegr8@gmail.com 
16 vja626@sbcglobal.net 
17 djones20@swbell.net 
18 legra17@att.net & 

LarryLester42@gmail.com 
19 glruri@swbell.net 
20 bobbienicholson@att.net 
21 RStevenson9@kc.rr.com 
22 bmj213@gmail.com 
23 rwalker23@hotmail.com 
24 rndb428927@aol.com 
25 austinchummy@gmail 
26 jbdewdrop@yahoo.com 
27 igke@sbcglobal.net 
28 florencehamilton19@yahoo.com 
29 akilahcherry@gmail.com 
30 msdoris1971@yahoo.com 
31 (816) 924-1417 

32 samawill@hotmail.com 
33 br1124@aol.com 
34 sheilasrx1@gmail.com 
35 cdj1250@yahoo.com &  
      scottdorsey5949@gmail.com 
36 vflowers03@gmail.com 
37 pld@kc.rr.com 
38 wconfiaren@yahoo.com 
39 peacein2thishouse@yahoo.com 
40 2jdavis@comcast.net 
41 hazerct@yahoo.com 
42 wandre120@gail.com 
43 mew66203@swbell.net 
44 gahuddleston@aol.com 
45 gloriajj731@gmail.com 
46 williamslindaj@hotmail.com 
47 audreay43@yahoo.com 
48 lidavislvs@gmail.com 
49 ajanigibson@sbcglobal.net 
50 leroywoodard@yahoo.com 
51 sharonfcumberland@gmail.com 
52 divinems1@yahoo.com 
53 HBerry6936@AOL.com 
54 YOUR E-MAIL COULD BE HERE! 
 

M.A.G.I.C. members! 
 
  Submit your genealogical queries, family 

and/or local history stories. 
 

Become a member 
 

Deadline for Oct-Dec  issue is Sept 1 
 

david.jackson@orderlypackrat.com 
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SURNAMES, BY LOCATION 
Search by surname on page 9 

 
Alabama 

    Clowers 
    Collins 
    Crawford 
    Ellis 
    Gaunt/Gantt 
    Gilmore 
    Harris 
    Hayes 
Lee Co.    Hill 
    Daniels 
    Lewis 
    Marzett/Morissette 

    Simpkins 
    Wiggins 
 

Arkansas 
    Anderson 
    Bailey 
Pine Bluff, Jefferson Co.  Berry 
    Blair 
    Brooks 
    Byers 
    Caldwell 
    Carter 
    Craig 
    Davis 
Howard & Hempstead Cos. Dixon 
Pine Bluff, Jefferson Co. Ellis 
    Evans 
    Ferguson 
    Gilmore 
    Hall 
Howard & Hempstead Cos. Hill 
    Hardin 
    Houston 
    Jones 
    Keller 
    Lee 
    Lester 
Blackwell, Conway Co.  McDaniel 
    McIntosh 
    McLeod 
    Mitchem 
Newport, Jackson Co.  Morris 
    Nash 
    Phifer 

    Reams 
    Rowell 
    Simpkins 
    Skinner 
    Slay 
    Smalls 
    Snowden 
    Stewart 
    Stitt 
Howard & Hempstead Cos. Tollette 
    Walker 
    Ward 
Blackwell, Conway Co.  Washington 
    Webb 
    Williams 
 

Calgary Alberta Canada  
    Chaney 
    Frazier 
    Moore 
    Jones 
    Polk 
 

Delaware 
    Walker 
 

Edmonton Alberta Canada  
    Chaney 
    Moore 
    Jones 
    Polk 
 

Georgia 
    Adkins 
    Brooks 
    Caldwell 
    Clowers 
    Crawford 
    Ellis 
    Evans 
    Felts 
    Gilmore 
    Hall 
    Harris 
    Hicks 
    Jones 
    McClain 
    Sansing 
    Snowden 
    Tinsey 
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    Walker 
    Webb 
    Wiggins 
 

Kansas 
    Byers 
    Davis 
Kansas City, Wyandotte Co. Ellis 
Kansas City, Wyandotte Co.  Grant 
    Hardin 
Kansas City, Wyandotte Co.  Houston 
Doniphan Co.   Jackson 
    Mitchem 
Fort Scott, Bourbon Co.  Morgan 
    Woodard 
 

Kentucky 
    Craig 
    Keller 
    Redding 
Anderson Co.   Sharp 
    Slay 
 

Louisiana 
    Adkins 
    Allan 
    Brooks  
    Bussey 
    Caldwell 
    Clowers 
    Crawford 
    Dorsey 
    Ellington 
    Ellis 
    Evans 
    Gilmore 
    Glover 
    Hall 
    Harris 
    Hendricks 
    Jones 
Jackson Parish  Kidd 
    Nelson 
    Patenaude 
    Patterson 
    Reams 
    Snowden 
    Walker 
    Wiggins 
    Wright 

 
Maryland 

Charles Co.   Jackson 
 

Mississippi 
    Allen 
    Campbell 
    Clowers 
    Crawford 
    Ellis 
    Field 
    Gore 
    Graham 
    Hank 
    Harris 
    Johnson 
    Jones 
Sardis, Panola Co.  Jones 
Sardis, Panola Co.  Lester 
    Levison 
    Nash 
    Ramey 
    Ray 
    Rienzi 
    Stevenson 
    Wiggins 
    Williams 
 

Missouri 
Franklin Co.   Aitch 
St. Louis Co.   Aitch 
Chariton Co.   Akers 
Jackson Co.   Brookings 
St. Joseph, Buchanan Co.  Butler 
    Byers 
Jackson Co.   Carter 
    Davis 
Chariton Co.    Ellington 
Clay Co.   Gants 
Ray Co.   Giles 
    Hardin 
St. Joseph, Buchanan Co.    Jackson 
Franklin Co.   Jackson 
Holt Co.    Jackson 
Kansas City, Jackson Co. Jackson 
Bunceton, Cooper Co.  Jones 
    Leach 
    Lyles 
St. Joseph, Buchanan Co.  Madison 
Fulton, Callaway Co.  Mason 
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Pennsylvania 

    Gaunt/Gantt 
 

South Carolina 
    Adkins 
    Byers 
    Davis 
    Ferguson 
    Hardin 
    Mason 
    McClain 
    Mitchem 
    Sanders 
    Sansing 
    Washington 
    Woody 
 

Tennessee 
    Anderson 
    Bethpage 
Hennings, Lauderdale Co  Bonds 
    Epps 
    Huddleston 
    Reed 
    White 
 

Texas 
    Brown 
Mexia Co.   Brown 
    Bumpus 
Camp Co.   Carroll 
    Chaney 
Houston/Jefferson Co.  Cherry 
    Collins 
Camp Co.   Cradock 
    Craig 
    Edwards 
    Frazier 
    Hendricks 
Camp Co.   Hodge 
    Humphreys 
    Keller 
Houston/Jefferson Co.  Land 
    Malone 
    Mason 
    Meggs 
Mexia Co.   Owens 
    Parker 
    Reed 

Portland, Callaway Co.  Mason 
    McDonald 
    McIntosh 
    Mitchem 
St. Louis   Morris 
Franklin Co.   Pryor/Prior 
Holt Co.   Pryor/Prior 
Keyetsville   Redding 
Buchanan Co.   Sharp 
Holt Co.   Sharp 
Jackson Co.   Smalls 
Chariton Co.   Washington 
Jackson Co.    Williams 
Bunceton, Cooper Co.  Wright 
 

Nebraska 
    Levison 
 

North Carolina 
    Brooks 
    Bullock 
    Burton 
    Byers 
    Caldwell 
    Coley 
    Davis 
    Evans 
    Goodrem 
    Hall 
    Hardin 
    Harris 
    Jones 
    McKinney 
    Mitchem 
    Sansing 
    Sherard 
    Snowden 
    Webb 
 

Oklahoma 
    Banks 
Guthrie   Brown 
    Bussey 
    Grayson 
    Mason 
Guthrie   Owens 
    Rentie 
    Riley 
    Taylor 
    Vann 
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    Riley 
    Ross 
    Seymore 
    Slay 
Camp Co.   Spratt 
Camp Co.   Vinson 
Houston/Jefferson Co.  Winfield 
 

Virginia 
    Adkins 
Mecklenberg Co.  Aitch 
    Brown 
Westmoreland Co.  Gumby 
Spotsylvania Co.   Jackson 
Westmoreland Co.  Jackson 
    Johnson 
    Jones 
    Owens 
    Sansing 
 

Washington, D.C. 
    Brown 
    Johnson 
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 The internal slave trade destroyed 
families and brought misery to both 
individuals and the larger communities in 
which they lived. Between a fifth and a 
third of all slave marriages were broken 
through sale or forced migration, and the 
expansion of slavery meant that relatives 
forced to relocate were more likely to end 
up hundreds of miles away from their 
families. 

 Ads such as these often reveal 
racial bias in explicit derogatory terms. 

 

Source: John Winston Coleman, Slavery 
Times in Kentucky (1940), post at http://
historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6729/, with 
thanks to Dolores Rush. 

 
 

Slave Ancestors from  
AL, LA, MS, or TX? 

 

 The twenty-three slaves 
advertised on this poster belonged to a 
Lewis County, Kentucky planter, John 
Carter, who decided to “liquidate his 
assets” before moving to the free state 
of Indiana.  

 With the westward extension of 
slavery, planters in older states such as 
Virginia, Maryland, and North Carolina 
found they could make up for declining 
profits by selling slaves to newer areas 
of cultivation, such as Alabama, 
Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas.  



MAGIC Order Form for Publications and Merchandise 
Become a member of our nonprofit and SAVE! 

 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES 
$20 Individual (January-December)   (Quantity_____) Total __________ 
$20 Nonprofit (January-December)   (Quantity_____) Total __________ 
$30 Corporate      (Quantity_____) Total __________ 

 
Cultural Resource Survey of African-American Cemeteries on Blue Ridge Boulevard  
$14.00 (MEMBER) / $18.00 (NON-MEMBER) (Quantity_____) Total __________ 
 
Your Kansas City and Mine  
$25.00 / $30.00      (Quantity_____) Total ___________ 
 
Jackson County, Missouri in Black and White: Vol. 1 - Census of Slaves  
$15.00 / $20.00       (Quantity_____) Total ___________ 
 
Jackson County, Missouri in Black and White: Vol. II - Jabez Smith  
$35.00 / $40.00      (Quantity_____) Total ___________ 
 
An African American Guide to Tracing Your Family History (1999) 
$10.00 / $15.00       (Quantity_____) Total ___________ 
 
An Indexing of African American Highland Cemetery, Vol. 1 
$35.00 / $40.00       (Quantity_____) Total ___________ 
 
An Index of Afro-American Blue Ridge Lawn Memorial Cemetery Vol. 1  
$20.00 / $25.00       (Quantity_____) Total ___________ 
 
An Indexing of African American Lincoln Cemetery Vol.1 
$20.00  / $25.00      (Quantity_____) Total ___________ 
 
 An Indexing of African American Lincoln Cemetery Vol. II  
$35.00  / $45.00      (Quantity_____) Total __________ 
 
Jackson County, Missouri Marriage Record, American Citizens of African Descent, 1865-1881 
$15.00 /  $20.00      (Quantity_____) Total ___________ 
 
An Indexing of Mrs. Fannie L. Meek's Funeral Home Records 
$20.00 /  $22.00      (Quantity_____) Total ___________ 
 
Cooking with M.A.G.I.C.  
 $20.00 / $25.00      (Quantity_____) Total ___________ 
 
The Rising Son, Extracts from An African-American Newspaper, 1903-1907  
 $35.00 / $40.00      (Quantity_____) Total ___________ 
 
An Indexing of Watkins Funeral Home Records: Located at  
4000 Brush Creek Blvd., Kansas City, MO Vol. I 1909-1950 (Missing 1940)    
$35.00 / $40.00       (Quantity_____) Total _________ 
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MAGIC Order Form for Publications and Merchandise, 
Continued 

 
 
An Indexing of Watkins Funeral Home Records: Located at  
4000 Brush Creek Blvd., Kansas City, MO Vol. 2, 1951-1965 
$35.00 (MEMBER) / $40.00 (NON-MEMBER)   (Quantity_____) Total _________ 
 
An Indexing of Watkins Funeral Home Records: Located at  
4000 Brush Creek Blvd., Kansas City, MO Vol. 3, 1966-1980 
$35.00 / $40.00        (Quantity_____) Total _________ 
 
An Indexing of Watkins Funeral Home Records: Located at  
4000 Brush Creek Blvd., Kansas City, MO. Vol. 4, 1981-2000 
$35.00 / $40.00        (Quantity_____) Total _________ 
 
An Indexing of Adkins, Kerford, and H. B. Moore Funeral Records 
$35.00 / $40.00        (Quantity________) Total _______ 
 
Contrabands - Slaves and Freedman 1862-1865 - CD - Author: Annette Curtis, 9/2008 
$20.00 / $25.00        (Quantity________) Total _______ 
 
Contrabands - Slaves and Freedman 1862-1864 - Book. Index, M416 Contrabands, M416 Inventory 
$35.00 / $40.00        (Quantity________) Total _______ 
 
A Compilation of Selected Newspaper Articles Denoting the Life and Times  
of African-Americans Living Among and Near the Five Civilized Tribes. 
$30.00 / $35.00        (Quantity________) Total _______ 
 
Leed's Cemetery: Afro-American Section 
$25.00 / $30.00        (Quantity________) Total _______ 
 
MAGIC’s GENERATIONS newsletter, 1st 20 Years, 1991-2010 
$20.00 / $25.00        (Quantity________) Total _______ 
 
MAGIC Afghan, or Throw (highlighting African American KC sites) 
$40.00 / $45.00 (on SALE, reduced from $50!)   (Quantity________) Total _______ 
 

Postage and Handling for books is $7 for the first book and $5 for each additional book. 
 
        Total Amount Enclosed:   _________ 
Name_______________________________________________ 
 
Address_____________________________________________ 
 
City____________________State______________Zip________ 

Make check payable to “M.A.G.I.C.” and mail to:  
P.O. Box 300972  
Kansas City, MO 64130-0972 

For more information contact: 

magickc.org 
facebook.com/MAGICKansasCity 

info@magickc.org 
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 Thanks to our friend, Dolores Rush, for sharing this link...a fantastic YouTube 
presentation as an example of how family stories (oral or written) may be proved out 
through historical research. 
 This presentation by Michael Dennis, the result of nearly 2 years by an un-
related genealogist and member of the African American Genealogy Society of 
Kentucky, is about Greene Berry “G. B.” Buster, wrote an historical novel called 
"Brighter Sun,” written in 1936 and published in 1954. His grandparents, Garret and 
Sophia (Cecil) Buster, were slaves in Kentucky. Some bought their freedom and 
became free persons of color. They migrated to Ohio, thence to Kansas, and have ties 
to the Kansas City area. 
 Buster was a long-time Principal of Sumner High School in Kansas City, 
Kansas. A graduate of Wilberforce College, Mr. Buster moved in 1905 to Kansas City, 
earned bachelor's and  master's degrees at the University of Kansas, was a teacher 
and vice principal at Sumner High School there for 43 years and later taught at 
Sumner Junior College. He wrote the book, "Brighter Sun," which received first prize in 
1954, in the Pageant Press best-book contest. He was for many years a director of the 
Douglass State Bank in Kansas City and of that city's Urban Renewal Agency. After 
retiring from teaching in 1948, he was secretary to Myles C. Stevens, a member of the 
Kansas Legislature. He and his wife moved to Los Angeles in 1960 where he died in 
1965 and is buried in Whittier, Ca., Rose Hills Memorial Park Cemetery. 
 This presentation walks you through one researcher’s process and how he/they 
made logical assumptions and inferences to cipher FACTS from fiction. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/ybkcIz2z8CU and 
http://kentuckyancestors.org/dragging-fact-from-fiction-harlans-station-

the-old-stone-house-and-the-elijah-harlan-house/ 

 
 

Family Story Pans out in Genealogical Research 
Buster Family of Kansas City, Kansas 

With Ties to Ohio and Kentucky 


