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OUR MISSION

The purpose of M.A.G.I.C. is to pro-
mote genealogy and family history
through the presentation of structured
classes, exhibition of genealogies,
guest lecturers and tours of agencies
that are considered sources of genea-
logical interest.

FOUNDING MEMBERS

Collins Fairfax Anderson, Jr., D.D.S.
Jacqueline Briggs
Audreay McKinnie-Hunter
Bertha Johnson
Kimberly Tucker-Paige
Gwendolyn Richards
Dorothy Witherspoon

Mark Your Calendar and Attend

Octl*
Nov 5
Dec 3 *

Unless noted with an asterisk (*), all monthly
meetings are held from Noon-2 p.m. at the Bruce R.

Watkins Cultural Heritage Center, 3700 Blue Pkwy,
Kansas City, Mo. 64130.

CONTACT US:
magickc.org
facebook.com/MAGICKansasCity
info@magickc.org
PO Box 300972
Kansas City, MO 64130
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October Meeting: A Trip to Leavenworth, Kansas
Brown vs Board of Education

e

The U.S. Supreme Court decision in Brown v. Board of Education (1954) is one of the most
pivotal opinions ever rendered by that body. This landmark decision highlights the U.S.
Supreme Court’s role in affecting changes in national and social policy. Often when people
think of the case, they remember a little girl whose parents sued so that she could attend an all-
white school in her neighborhood. In reality, the story of Brown v. Board of Education is far
more complex.

In December, 1952, the U.S. Supreme Court had on its docket cases from Kansas, Delaware,
the District of Columbia, South Carolina, and Virginia, all of which challenged the
constitutionality of racial segregation in public schools. The U.S. Supreme Court had
consolidated these five cases under one name, Oliver Brown et al. v. the Board of Education of
Topeka. One of the justices later explained that the U.S. Supreme Court felt it was better to
have representative cases from different parts of the country. They decided to put Brown first
“so that the whole question would not smack of being a purely Southern one.” (For more
information on each of the five cases, click on the highlighted state's name above.)

This collection of cases was the culmination of years of legal groundwork laid by the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) in its work to end segregation.
None of the cases would have been possible without individuals who were courageous enough
to take a stand against the segregated system.
https://www.nps.gov/brvb/learn/historyculture/index.htm
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RIDING WITH US?
MEET AT BRUCE R WATKINS AT 10:30 AM

FOLLOWING THE VAN (we’ll find a place for lunch)
OR, DRIVING SEPARATELY?
OUR TOUR STARTS AT 1 PM

1515 SE Monroe St, Topeka, KS 66612

From the east (Missouri)

From I-70 westbound, take right Exit 362C, 10th Street. Turn left (west)
onto 10th Street. At the next intersection, turn left (south) onto Monroe
Street. Turn left (east) onto 17th Street, and then turn left (north) to enter
the visitor parking lot. There is a sidewalk on the south side of the parking
lot that will lead you to the site.
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My Grandmother was a “Race Woman,” Part I

By Joelouis Mattox

Throughout the history of African
Americans, there have been Negro men and
women who fought for the advancement of
colored people; who studied, promoted and
protected their heritage; and, who believed
that black people were equal to and just as
good as white people. Individually, such men
and women were referred to as either a, “Race
Man,” or a, “Race Woman.”

Some “Race Women” of national ac-
claim have been: Maya Angelou, Ida B. Wells
Barnett, Mary McLeod Bethune, Dorothy
Height, Fannie Lou Hamer and Rosa Parks, as
well as Sojourner Truth, Harriet Tubman,
Madam C. J. Walker, Phillis Wheatley and
Congresswomen Shirley Chisholm and Barba-
ra Jordan.

Some “Race Women” of Kansas City
have been: Angee Archers, Mary Bland, Lu-
cile Bluford, Icealine Clark, Dr. Julia Hill,
Inez Kaiser, Marion Foote, Ada Franklin, An-
na H. Jones, Sammela Gates, Frances N. Hill,
Dorothy Johnson, Les Lucile McReynolds
and Ella Stackhouse.

My grandmother, the late Mrs. Susie
Ray of Jackson, MS, was a “Race Woman.”
In 1949, I came from cotton-picking country
northeast AR to live with my mother mother’s
mother. She owned her own home.

“Miss Ray,” as she was called, recog-
nized that I was a poor kid who like to read
and who always wanted to know, “Why?” 1
became her one-person congregation for her
sermons about black folks and their history.

My race-conscious grandmother loved
keeping up-to-date with the news about black
people. The bookcase in her living room was
filled with Ebony magazines, local and out-of-
state Afro-American newspapers, and a num-
ber of books authored by black writers.

Miss Ray idolized these black men:
George Washington Carver, scientist; Marcus

Garvey, leader of the Back-to-Africa Move-
ment; and, Booker T. Washington, educator.
She admired Adam Clayton Powell, Con-
gressman from Harlem; Roy Wilkins, then the

Executive Director of the NAACP;
and, Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia, at
the time the most respected black man on
earth.

Her white champion for civil rights
was President Harry S. Truman, for whom she
had voted in 1948. And she had kind words
for Julius Rosenwald of Sears and Roebuck,
and the people of Canada.

Lucile Bluford, Kansas City “Race Woman”
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The man of her dreams was A. Phillip
Randolph, President of the Sleeping Car Por-
ters Union. He was a gentleman and a fighter,
and above all, he had class.

In addition, my grandmother would
thank veterans for their service to the country,
and she considered the protesters who
marched against Jim Crow laws and the ter-
rors of the Ku Klux Klan to be the heroes of
the day.

Miss Ray was a “Mother” in her
church and was looked upon as a “Living His-
torian.” She was proud that in 1946 her
church had participated in “George Washing-
ton Carver Day,” the first national holiday to
honor a black man.

My grandmother believed colored
people could do anything if given the oppor-
tunity.

She knew they could fight, as demon-
strated by the Colored soldiers in the Civil
War and the Buffalo Soldiers in World War 1.
Because of the brave exploits of the Tuskegee
Airmen of World War II she knew black men
could fly.

Grandmother’s thinking was, what
white people can do, black people can, too.
We had Paul Lawrence Dunbar, James Wel-
don Johnson and Phillis Wheatley to prove
blacks can write. Satchel Paige and Jackie
Robinson established blacks can play base-
ball. Joe Louis and Jesse Owens showed the
world that blacks could box and run competi-
tively.

Grandmother Ray knew our people
could win Oscars. We had Hattie McDaniel.
Blacks could sing. Famous black female sing-
ers included Marian Anderson, Lena Horne,
Leontyne Price, Sister Roseta Tharpe and Eth-
el Waters, as well as famous black male sing-
ers including Roland Hayes, Louis Armstrong
and Paul Roberson. And we have Rev. C.L.
Franklin, who can sing and preach.

The national anthem of the United
States of America is “The Star Spangled Ban-
ner.”

African Americans have our own

black national anthem, “Lift Every Voice And
Sing,” words by James Weldon Johnson.

Miss Ray often said, “We can learn
how to become somebody.” We had colleges
such as Campbell College and Jackson State
College, both in Jackson. She thought Piney
Woods, boarding school not too far from
Jackson, was the school for me.

My grandmother wanted me to learn
about and be good at talking about black his-
tory. She wanted me to visit the all-black
town in Mississippi named Mount Bayou. She
wanted me to learn about Africa and its peo-
ple, especially Ethiopia, because it was men-
tioned in the Bible.

Haiti is not mentioned in the Bible.
However, my grandmother had great respect
for its people who had fought and won their
independence from the French under the lead-
ership of Toussaint L’Ouverture.

My grandmother promoted black
pride. She coached me to walk straight and
tall with my head up, dress to represent the
family and speak proper English to represent
the race.

Grandmother Ray amended the Ten
Commandments, adding “Thou are equal
and Thou shall vote and take a stand for
righteousness and justice.” Some words of
wisdom she shared were: “Own your
home,” “Become somebody,” “Don’t forget
where you came from,” “Listen carefully to
what white people say about black people,”
“Pray and Trust God,” and “Your vote can
change things.”

My mother’s mother was both a realist
and a dreamer. She warned me of the dangers
of racism and about the things white men did
not like about “uppity” black boys and smart
black men. She advised: “Away from Jackson
and out in the country, keep in your place.”

Grandmother Ray had her doubts
about the advancement of black people in the
land of “Ole King Cotton.” She thought there
would never be another black U.S. Senator
from Mississippi and there would never be
integrated schools in her state.

Continued on page 17
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AN ACT in relation to the marital rights and children of colored persons.

68 MISCELLANEOUS.

carder to record marriages; feesal.

§ 1. Persons heretofore slaves, and living aai § 4. Re
lowed, and to whom paid.

an amd wife, to be married agiting

Justice to keep certain record. 5. Books of marringe evidence. ‘
2. Reputed falhers lo give a liat of chil-| G, Persons cohabiting without being mar.
dren to justice ; duty of justice in ried liable to prosecution,

such case.

3. Officer solemnizing marriage to certif
same to recorder; also t of chii-
dren ; penalty for refusal.

Re it enacted by the General Assembly of the Stale of Missouri, as
Sollows : :

1. That in all cases whero persons of color heretofore held as slava
in the Stute of Missouri have cohubited together as husband and wife
it shall be tho duty of persons thus cohubiting to appear befure a justia
of the peace of the township where they resido, or before any other officer
authorized to perform the ccremony of marriage, and it shall be the dugy
of such officer to join in marriage the persons thus applying, and to keep

a record of the samec.
§ 2. The reputed father and mother of children who were boru before

the ceremony of marrisge is performed as provided by section one of this
act, may, at the time c% tho solemuization of said marriage, give to the
officer the names of their children then living or the descendants of suchas
may be dead, and it shall be tho duty of such officer to record the said

names with his certificate of marrisge.
8. It shall be the duty of tho officer thus solemnizing marriage, and

within three months, to transmit to the recorder of the county a certificate
of suchmarriage, together with the names of the children by liim received,
under a penalty of fifty doltars for neglect orrefusul, to be recovered, with
costs, by any person who will prosecute the sume in any court having cog:
pizance thercof.

§ 4. 'The recorder of each county in chis State shall record all such
returns in a book keptefor the purpose within one month after receiving the
same, for which he shall be allowed filty cents, to be paid by the person
married to tho porson who shall porform the ceremony, and by him trans-
mitted to the recorder. ‘

§ 5. The books of marringe to be kept by the respective recorders,] aod
copies thereof, cevtified by the recorder under his official seal, shall be evr
dence in nll courtsin this State.

6. Ifrve persons of color living or cobabiting together as Jiusbund
and wife without being umrried. accerding to the prov'iuions of this sey
ahall, after zwci.»‘e moiutha from its passage, be !i_ablc to o criminal prosé
cation, anfl snLJ(-.cL to rane penaltics us now provided by law. D rovided.
Rowever, that this section slmEI not s-xtemi to colored persons who )m’:
epnlisted in tho service of the U mtm} Szzglcs or State of Missouri, who shall
not bo Buhjecwd to any penalty fur i3 violation until six mounths after ther

Jigchnrge from aaid service. .
This nct to take cffvot and bein force from and after its passage.

Approvad YFebruary 20, 1865.
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CONNECT
THROUGH

QUERIES

Search by surname below,
or location, separately on page 14

AFRICAN AMERICAN
SURNAMES & LOCATIONS

Footnote number refers to
contact/submitter on page 8

Adkins—LA*

Adkins—GA*

Adkins—SC*

Adkins—VA*

Aitch—Franklin & St. Louis Co., MO?
Aitch—Mecklenberg Co., VA?
Akers—Chariton Co., MO®

Allan—LA'®

Allen—MS?°

Anderson—TN*

Anderson—AR*

Bailey—AR®

Bailey—Cherryvale, Montgomery Co., KS*
Banks—OK®

Berry—Pine Bluff, AR™

Bethpage—TN*

Blair—AR'"® '

Bonds—Hennings, Lauderdale Co., TN*°
Bonds—Kansas City, Jackson Co., MO?
Brookings—Jackson Co., MO®
Brooks—AR*®

Brooks—NC*

Brooks—GA*

Brooks—LA*

Brown—TX3

Brown—VA?2

Brown—Washington, D.C.%
Bullock—NC*’

Bumpus—TX?

Burton—NC*’

Bussey—LA®

Bussey—OK®

Butler—St. Joseph, Buchanan Co., MO*
Byers—NC*°

Byers—SC*

Byers—AR*

Byers—KS*°

Byers—MO*

Caldwell—AR*

Caldwell—AR*

Caldwell—AR*

Caldwell—AR*

Campbell—MS°

Carroll—Camp Co., TX®

Carter—AR"

Carter*®

Carter—Hennings, Lauderdale Co., TN?
Carter—Jackson Co., MO?
Chaney—Calgary, Alberta, Canada®
Chaney—Edmonton, Alberta, Canada®
Chaney—TX?
Cherry—Houston/Jefferson Co., TX?
Clowers—GA?*

Clowers—AL%*®

Clowers—MS?®

Clowers—LA%®

Coley—NC*

Collins—AL*’

Collins—TX*!

Cradock—Camp Co., TX®
Craig—KY?3®

Craig—AR®

Craig—TX®

Crawford—GA?®

Crawford—AL?%®

Crawford—MS?®

Crawford—LA%*

Daniels —AL®

Davis—NC*

Davis—SC*

Davis—AR*

Davis—KS*°

Davis—MO*°

Dorsey—LA®

Duffe—Kansas City, Wyandotte Co., KS¥
Duffel—Kansas City, Jackson Co., MO*’
Durham—MS**

Durham—AR?¥

Durham—Kansas City, Jackson Co., MO*
Edwards—TX®

Ellington—Chariton Co., MO’
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Ellington—LA%®

Ellis—AL%

Ellis—SW, AR & Pine Bluff, AR*
Ellis—GA®®

Ellis—KS**

Ellis—MS?®

Ellis—LA%

Epps—MS>®

Epps—TN*

Epps—AR®®

Epps—Kansas City, Jackson Co., MO*
Evans—AR*

Evans—NC*

Evans—GA*

Evans—LA*

Felts—GA*®

Ferguson—AR'®

Ferguson—SC'®

Field—MS"

Frazier—Calgary, Alberta, Canada®
Frazier—TX®

Gaaunt/Gantt—AL?**
Gaaunt/Gantt—PA?*
Gants—Pleasant Hill, Clay Co., MO
Gibson—SW, AR *& Prairie Co., AR*
Giles—Richmond, Ray Co., MO™
Gilmore—AL*

Gilmore—AR*®

Gilmore—GA*®

Gilmore—LA*

Glover—AL®

Goodrem—NC*

Gore—MS°

Graham—MS?’

Grant—Kansas City, Wyandotte Co., KS*

Grayson—OK®
Gumby—Westmoreland Co., VA®
Hall—AR*®
Hall—NC*
Hall—GA*
Hall—LA*
Hank—MS"’
Hardin—NC*°
Hardin—SC*°
Hardin—AR*
Hardin—KS*°
Hardin—MO*°
Harris—NC*’
Harris—AL?®
Harris—GAZ®

Harris—MS2°
Harris—LA'%%2¢
Hayes—AL®
Hendricks—LA’
Hendricks—TX’
Hicks—GA?®

Hill—Lee Co., AL*
Hodge—CamE Co., TX®
Hooker—MS?®
Hooker—AR®®

Hooker—Kansas City, Jackson Co., MO*
Houston—Kansas City, Wyandotte Co., KS*

Houston—AR??
Huddleston—TN*
Humphreys—TX*?

Jackson—St. Joseph, Buchanan Co., MO*'

Jackson—Doniphan Co., KS?
Jackson—Franklin Co., MO?
Jackson—Holt Co., MO?

Jackson—Kansas City, Jackson Co., MO?

Jackson—Kanawha Co., W/VA?2
Jackson—Charles Co., MD?
Jackson—Spotsylvania Co., VA?
Jackson—Westmoreland Co., VA?
Johnson—MS*

Johnson—VA?Z2
Johnson—Washington, D.C.?
Jones—AR™® %

Jones—NC*®

Jones—GA?*

Jones—LA®

Jones—Bunceton, Cooper Co., MO?%®
Jones—Calgary, Alberta, Canada®
Jones—Edmonton, Alberta, Canada®
Jones—VA"’

Jones—MS'"’

Jones—Sardis, MS"®
Kidd—Jackson Parish, LA®
Keller—KY?32

Keller—AR®

Keller—TX*®
Land—Houston/Jefferson Co., TX*
Leach—MO?®

Lee—AR"

Lester—AR'®

Lester—Sardis, MS'®
Levison—MS?*

Levison—NE?

Lewis—AL"

Lewis—AR"
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Lyles—MQ?

Madison—St. Joseph, Buchanan Co., MO*!
Malone—TX"

Marzett/Morissette —AL®

Mason—SC?®

Mason—Fulton/Portland, Callaway Co, MO

Mason—OK>®

Mason—T X3

McClain—GA?**

McClain—SC?
McDaniel—Blackwell, Conway Co., AR?
McDonald—MO?

McIntosh—AR®

Mclntosh—MO?*

McKinney—NC*’

McLeod—AR'®

Meggs—TX?

Mitchem—NC*°

Mitchem—SC*°

Mitchem—AR*°

Mitchem—KS*°

Mitchem—MO*°

Moore—Calgary, Alberta, Canada®
Moore—Edmonton, Alberta, Canada®
Morgan—Fort Scott, Bourbon Co., KS™
Morris—Newport, Jackson Co., AR%
Morris—St. Louis, MO?
Nash—AR?

Nash—MS?°

Nelson—LA'®

Parker—TX3

Patenande—LA?*

Patterson—LA%*

Phifer—AR?

Polk—Calgary Alberta Canada®
Polk—Edmonton Alberta Canada®
Pryor/Prior—Franklin Co., MO?
Pryor/Prior—Holt Co., MO?
Pryor/Prior—Kanawha Co., W/VA?
Ramey—MS"’

Ray—MS®

Ray—AR®

Reams—LA*?

Reams—AR*

Reed—TN*

Reed—TX?

Rentie/Renta/—OK6

Rienzi—MS

Riley—OK?>®

Riley—TX>®

Ross—TX?

Rowell—AR*!
Sanders—SC°®
Sansing—GA*
Sansing—NC*
Sansing—SC*
Sansing—VA*
Seymore—TX?
Sharp—Anderson Co., KY?
Sharp—Buchanan Co., MO?
Sharp—Holt Co., MO?
Sherard—NC*’

Sidney*®

Simpkins—AL"’
Simpkins—AR"’
Skinner—AR?

Slay—KY?3®

Slay—AR®

Slay—TX*®

Smalls—AR"
Smalls—Jackson Co., MO
Snowden—AR*
Snowden—NC*
Snowden—GA?*
Snowden—LA*
Spratt—Camp Co., TX®
Stevenson—MS?!
Stewart—AR?®

Stitt—AR?®

Tate*®

Taylor—OK®
Taylor—Kansas City, Wyandotte Co., KS*’
Vann—OK’
Vinson—Camp Co., TX®
Walker—AR*®
Walker—DE*
Walker—GA*
Walker—LA*

Ward—AR"®
Washington—Blackwell, Conwa¥ Co., AR%
Washington—Chariton Co., MO
Washington—SC?
Webb—NC*
Webb—AR'8 &42
Webb—GA*

White—TN*
Wiggins—AL%
Wiggins—GA?*
Wiggins—MS?®
Wiggins—LA%
Williams—AR'8 %
Williams—MS**
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Williams—Kansas City, Jackson Co., MO*
Winfield—Houston/Jefferson Co., TX*®
Woody—SC?®

Wright—Bunceton, Cooper Co., MO?
Wright—LA™

New Book by a MAGIC Member

Rosalind Gumby Bauchum
reported on attending a reunion of
descendants who were manumitted
in 1791 in Westmoreland County,
Virginia. She also shared her new
book, The Story of Gumby.
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QUERY CONTACTS

Contact information provided as submitted.
We try to keep this list current. If you
encounter defunct data, contact MAGIC
(info@magickc.org) to see if further/current
information about the submitter may be
procured.

Consecutive numerals below refer to
footnote numbers in sumame listing starting
on page 9.

prewas@gmail.com

david.jackson@orderlypackrat.com

rk5153@att.net

Andre.Hill@kcpd.org

marzgirl76 @gmail.com

cbirdinparadise@hotmail.com

caw284@att.net

rosalindbauchum@yahoo.com

elewis.2@sbcglobal.net &

(816) 921-1225

10 samzhvac@yahoo.com

11 JTorre6216@aol.com

12 caljr@live.com

13 kyng12@yahoo.com

14 wlkpaulette@gmail.com

15 mykohlthegr8@gmail.com

16 vja626@sbcglobal.net

17 djones20@swbell.net

18 legral7@att.net &
LarryLester42@gmail.com

19 glruri@swbell.net

20 bobbienicholson@att.net

21 RStevenson9@kc.rr.com

22 bmj213@gmail.com

23 rwalker23@hotmail.com

24 rndb428927@aol.com

25 austinchummy@gmail

26 jbdewdrop@yahoo.com

27 igke@sbcglobal.net

28 florencehamilton19@yahoo.com

29 akilahcherry@gmail.com

30 msdoris1971@yahoo.com

31 (816) 924-1417

O©CONOOPWN -

32 samawill@hotmail.com

33 br1124@aol.com

34 sheilasrx1@gmail.com

35 cdj1250@yahoo.com &
scottdorsey5949@gmail.com

36 vflowersO3@gmail.com

37 pld@kc.rr.com

38 wconfiaren@yahoo.com

39 peacein2thishouse@yahoo.com

40 2jdavis@comcast.net

41 hazerct@yahoo.com

42 wandre120@gail.com

43 mew66203@swbell.net

44 gahuddleston@aol.com

45 gloriajj731@gmail.com

46 williamslindaj@hotmail.com

47 audreay43@yahoo.com

48 lidavislvs@gmail.com

49 ajanigibson@sbcglobal.net

50 YOUR E-MAIL COULD BE HERE!

M.A.G.I.C. members!

Submit your genealogical queries, family
and/or local history stories.

Become a member

Deadline for Jan-Mar issue is Dec 1

david.jackson@orderlypackrat.com
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Lee Co.

Pine Bluff, Jefferson Co.

Pine Bluff, Jefferson Co.

Blackwell, Conway Co.

Newport, Jackson Co.

SURNAMES, BY LOCATION ammpkins
Search by surname on page 9 Slay
Smalls
Alabama Snowden
Clowers Stewart
Collins Stitt
Crawford Walker
Ellis Ward
Gaunt/Gantt  gjackwell, Conway Co. Washington
Gilmore Webb
Harris Williams
Hayes
Hill Calgary Alberta Canada
Daniels Chaney
Lewis Frazier
Marzett/Morissette Moore
Simpkins Jones
Wiggins Polk
Arkansas Delaware
Anderson ~ Walker
Bailey
Berry Edmonton Alberta Canada
Blair Chaney
Brooks Moore
Byers Jones
Caldwell Polk
Carter
Craig i
: Georgia
Davis Adkins
Ellis Brooks
Evans Caldwell
Ferguson Clowers
Gilmore Crawford
Hall Ellis
Hardin Evans
Houston Felts
Jones Gilmore
Keller Hall
Lee Harris
Lester Hicks
McDaniel Jones
Mclntosh McClain
McLeod Sansing
Mitchem Snowden
Morris Walker
Nash Webb
Phifer W|gg|ns
Reams

Rowell
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Kansas Campbell
Byers Clowers
Davis Crawford
Kansas City, Wyandotte Co. Ellis Ellis
Kansas City, Wyandotte Co. Grant Field
Hardin Gore
Kansas City, Wyandotte Co. Houston Graham
Doniphan Co. Jackson Hank
Mitchem Harris
Fort Scott, Bourbon Co. Morgan Johnson
Jones
Kentucky Sardis, Panola Co. Jones
Craig Sardis, Panola Co. Lester
Keller Levison
Anderson Co. Sharp Nash
Slay Ramey
Ray
Louisiana Rienzi
Adkins Stevenson
Allan Wiggins
Brooks Williams
Bussey
Caldwell Missouri
Clowers Franklin Co. Aitch
Crawford St. Louis Co. Aitch
Dorsey Chariton Co. Akers
Ellington Jackson Co. Brookings
Ellis St. Joseph, Buchanan Co.  Butler
Evans Byers
Gilmore Jackson Co. Carter
Glover Davis
Hall Chariton Co. Ellington
Harris Clay Co. Gants
Hendricks Ray Co. Giles
Jones Hardin
Jackson Parish Kidd St. Joseph, Buchanan Co.  Jackson
Nelson Franklin Co. Jackson
Patenaude Holt Co. Jackson
Patterson Kansas City, Jackson Co. Jackson
Reams Bunceton, Cooper Co. Jones
Snowden Leach
Walker Lyles
Wiggins St. Joseph, Buchanan Co.  Madison
Wright Fulton, Callaway Co. Mason
Portland, Callaway Co. Mason
Maryland McDonald
Charles Co. Jackson Mclntosh
Mitchem
Mississippi St. Louis Morris
Allen Franklin Co. Pryor/Prior
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Holt Co.

Buchanan Co.

Holt Co.

Jackson Co.
Chariton Co.
Jackson Co.

Bunceton, Cooper Co.

Nebraska

Pryor/Prior
Sharp
Sharp
Smalls
Washington
Williams
Wright

Levison

North Carolina

Oklahoma

Brooks
Bullock
Burton
Byers
Caldwell
Coley
Davis
Evans
Goodrem
Hall
Hardin
Harris
Jones
McKinney
Mitchem
Sansing
Sherard
Snowden
Webb

Banks
Bussey
Grayson
Mason
Rentie
Riley
Taylor
Vann

Pennsylvania

Gaunt/Gantt

South Carolina

Adkins
Byers
Davis
Ferguson

Hardin
Mason
McClain
Mitchem
Sanders
Sansing
Washington
Woody

Tennessee

Anderson
Bethpage
Bonds
Epps
Huddleston
Reed
White

Hennings, Lauderdale Co

Texas

Brown
Bumpus
Carroll
Chaney
Cherry
Collins
Cradock
Craig
Edwards
Frazier
Hendricks
Hodge
Humphreys
Keller
Land
Malone
Mason
Meggs
Parker
Reed
Riley
Ross
Seymore
Slay
Spratt
Vinson
Winfield

Camp Co.
Houston/Jefferson Co.

Camp Co.

Camp Co.

Houston/Jefferson Co.

Camp Co.
Camp Co.
Houston/Jefferson Co.

Virginia
Adkins

Mecklenberg Co. Aitch
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Brown
Gumby
Jackson
Jackson
Johnson
Jones
Sansing

Westmoreland Co.
Spotsylvania Co.
Westmoreland Co.

Washington, D.C.

Brown
Johnson
West Virginia
Kanawha Co. Jackson
Kanawha Co. Pryor/Prior

JoeLouis Mattox is a local Kansas City
historian and historic preservationist. He
is a veteran and Life Member of the
NAACP. He is a member of the Greater
Kansas City Black Study Group, National
Association for the Study of African
American Life and History, and MAGIC.
He is a formal national officer and Life
Member of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity,
and a member of the Kansas City Land-
marks Commission.

Yet, there was hope for colored people
elsewhere. My grandmother dreamed one day
black women would sit in Congress, serve as
presidents of large colleges and own and oper-
ate big businesses.

My grandmother wanted me to share her
dream that someday a black woman would play
the role of Aida at the Metropolitan Opera in
New York City, and a black woman would be
crowned Miss America. However, it never
crossed Grandmother Ray’s mind that a black
man would be elected President of the United
States.

When I sum up some of the milestones
of my journey to the gates to the Promised
Land, I feel my grandmother is looking down
from above and smiling about my good fortune
in meeting VIPs, world travel and being hon-
ored by both black and white organizations.

The love and passion for something of-
ten comes from a person or an occurrence. My
love for history comes from my grandmother.
For a year she was my potter and I was her clay.
She refined me into a person to love history and
to run a race---with her baton---to keep black
history alive. I been running for a long time and
I am not tired yet.

People who are reasonably successful
often wonder if divine or cosmic plans exist. I
would argue that they do and mine were set in
motion when I lived with Miss Ray on Barrett
Street in Jackson, MS.

Think about it. My grandmother liked
going to parades and seeing marchers strut their
stuff. At Washington High School in
Caruthersville, MO, I was Drum Major in the
band. I made good grades in civics, geography
and history, and was honored to be called
“Professor” by elders in the cotton field. And I
was elected and served as the last black presi-
dent of the Negro 4-H Club of Missouri prior to
it’s being dissolved and members integrated.

In 1957, black boys who could run fast
like Jesses Owns were somebody in school and
their community. That year my school had one
of the best track teams in the state and won the
state championship. I was a member of the
team. To be continued.
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FREE AT LAST...
By Preston Washington

As a general rule most African-Americans, owing to the institution of slavery, are
not identified by name in the US census until 1870. There were some free
African-Americans prior to the Emancipation Proclamation of 1865.

This column will lift up selected free African-Americans in Missouri with the
hope that readers might make a connection.

HARRISON-BRAGG-GRAY-TURNER

Living in the same neighborhood, per the Missouri U.S. Census of 1860
Callaway County, 18-Dist-Fulton PO, the following FREE individuals were
living next door to one another:

Name Age Race Occupation Birthplace Real Personal
Value Value
Israel Bragg 50 B KY $800 $800
Dick Harrison 42 Mu laborer KY $500 $300
Canah Gray 50 Mu laborer KY $200 $300
Patsy Turner 65 B Washer woman KY $250 $200

Nancy Turner 40 B Washer woman KY $300 $100
Israel’s occupation is blank and he is listed as ‘Blind.’
Israel’s real and personal value in 2013 dollars is $20,450.17.

The real estate and personal value of Israel’s neighbors
in 2013 dollars, are as follows:

Dick Harrison: $12,781.35 & $7,668.81

Canah Gray: $5,112.54 & 7,668.81

Patsy Turner: $6,390.68 & 5, 112. 54

Nancy Turner: $7,668.81 & $2,556. 27

Preston is the president MAGIC. He is Public Relations Director of the Missouri State
Genealogical Association and a board member of the Association of Descendants of
Nancy Ward.
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Ku Klux Klan Hearings
Records Available, Searchable

In 1871, the U.S. Government decided to hold hearings on the rampant violence in
the South by the Ku Klux Klan and other white terrorist organizations. The official
name of these records is the “Report of the Joint Select Committee Appointed to
Inquire Into the Condition of Affairs in the Late Insurrectionary States,” but they are
often referred to by historians as the Ku Klux Klan Hearings or the KKK Testimony. |
first discovered this set of records when my friend Tim Pinnick gave a lecture about
them, and he shared some of the indexed pages which he posted on his website.
Thanks to the Making of America, you can now access all volumes of the Ku Klux
Klan Hearings. It gets even better—the volumes are fully text-searchable!

The hearings were documented in the U.S. Serial Set, which are the published
records of the U.S. Congress. These hearings were the precursor the passing of the
1871 Klan Act, which enabled President Ulysses Grant to send federal troops to go
into southern states to maintain order and to penalize the acts of private citizens.
Federal prosecutions under this Act did serve to sufficiently cripple the first iteration
of the Klan, although in the first decade of the 20th century, it would come back with
a vengeance.

The real
jewel of these
records are
the verbatim
testimony that
was taken in
the states of
North
Carolina,
South
Carolina,
Georgia,
Alabama,
Mississippi
and Florida.

They cover
13 volumes and ¢
over 7000
pages of
testimony and
reports! These
records include
first person
testimony from
numerous
freedmen and
women, but
also include
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testimony from local white officials, both those aligned with the Confederate cause and
those aligned with the Union, such as Freedmen’s Bureau officials. These records are
indexed in great detail at the beginning of each published volume, so that’s what you’ll
want to explore first.

Search for your family surnames, but | also highly recommend searching
also for your county of research and its surrounding counties. For example, my
ancestors were in Taylor County, Florida, so | printed testimony about those counties.
These records provide some of the best testimony describing what living conditions
were like for former slaves in the South during Reconstruction. As expected, there
are thousands of beatings, whippings, murders, rapes and other assaults. There was
violence directed towards any efforts by freedmen to educate themselves or to better
their economic station by purchasing land. Black churches were also burned down. |
found it interesting during the testimony that the violence became so common,
they turned “Ku-Klux” into a verb, and talked about people being “Klu-Kluxed last
night.”

The violence during Reconstruction, which | have blogged about before, is truly
mind-boggling. Needless to say the freedmen were the primary victims, but so were
white men who pledged allegiance to the Republican Party (the old Republican Party,
not the one in force today). Black republicans, who had been able to participate in
state and local government and vote since the Civil War, were especially targeted. It
goes without saying that most of the perpetrators were never brought to justice.

What may surprise you is how much of the violence was directed towards
getting the freedmen to not vote the Republican ticket, especially in 1868. The
perpetrators understood that they needed to regain political power. This is yet another
demonstration of how “racist belief” by itself was not the only driver for the violence—it
was a form of control designed to keep the freedmen at the very bottom of the
economic, social and political ladder and to keep a compliant and dependent labor
force in the South to continue to work the land. | think it's important that we really
understand that. One website offers some chilling examples of how well the violence
accomplished it’s purpose:

“Those murdered during the KKK’s campaign included Arkansas Congressman
James M. Hinds, three members of the South Carolina legislature, and several men
who had served in state constitutional conventions. According to testimony, in other
violence, Klansmen killed more than 150 African Americans in a single county in
Florida, and hundreds more in other counties... The Klan was most successful at
taking the vote away [from] black southerners. For example, in the April 1868 Georgia
gubernatorial election, Columbia County cast 1,222 votes for Republican Rufus
Bullock, but in the November 1868 presidential election, the county cast only one vote
for Republican candidate Ulysses Grant.”

If that isn’t chilly, | don’t know what is.

| have already spent many more hours than | need to wading through these
records. | am just overcome with the sadness and utter amazement that African-
Americans survived all of the historic atrocities they collectively endured. I'd love to
hear your comments about this source.

The post The Ku Klux Klan Hearings appeared first on Reclaiming Kin.

http://lwww.reclaimingkin.com/ku-klux-klan-hearings/



